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FOREWORD 



For the last twenty seven years 1 have been writing on different 
aspects of the practical implementation of Islam and Islamic 
solution of ever new problems arising in the different spheres of 
life. Most of those articles were being published in the monthly 
Journal "ALBALAGH". A collection of such articles had been 
published in Urdu about seventeen years ago under the caption 
"Asr-e-Hazir Mein Islam Kaiysay Nafiz Ho?" (How to Implement 
Islam in the present time?) comprising of about 750 pages. 

Even after the publication of this book 1 had the opportunity of 
writing on other aspects of the same subject, and friends expressed 
a desire that these latter articles may also be included in the same 
book. But 1 found that an addition of these articles in that book 
would make it a voluminous book, making it difficult for the 
readers to get full benefit from it. Further, these articles pertained 
to different topics like politics, law, economy, education, social life 
and individual reforms, etc., and a book of that size would have a 
disadvantage for those who would be interested in a single topic for 
which they would have to buy the whole book, many of whose 
articles may not be of their interest. For this reason 1 thought that it 
would be more appropriate to compile articles on different subjects 
separately, rather than collecting them in one book. 1, therefore, 
rearranged my articles under the following titles and published 
them in the form of booklets in Urdu. 

1. Implementation of Islamic Law and its problems. 

2. Islam and present day politics. 

3. Islam and Modernism. 

4. Our Education System. 

5. Reforming the Conduct of an Individual. 

6. The hfe and message of the Holy Prophet (Sallal la ho Alay hi 
wassallam). 

7. Reforms in the Social Life. 

8. Our Economic System. 

9. Muslims and Qadiyanism. 
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Of these nine collections the one "Islam aur Jiddat Pasandi" was 
publislied about two years ago and its En^di vession is now being 
presented under the name of 'Islam and Mcxiemism". 

May Ahni^ity Allah make it beneficial for the Muslims and may it 
be a source of Allah s reward in the Hereafter. 

Muhammad Tac^ Usmani. 
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CHAPTER 1 

ISLAM AND MODERNISM 

Search for "Modeanity" by itself is a (xjmmoiciable desire and a 
natural urge of humankind If this urge was not theiB, man would 
not have reached from stone-age to atomic aa, could not have 
gained access to aao-planes and spacecrafts from camels and 
bullock carts, nor would have progressed to electric bulbs and 
search lights from wax candes and earthoi lan^js. AU these 
mataial advancemeits and scientific achievonents, \^Mch have 
put nooses on the planets and conducted thdr buckets to the bottom 
of sea, are in fact an inportunabe effect of man's inhes:ent trait that 
he is a "modernist" and avaricious of "bettes: to best" achievements. 

Hence Islam, being a natural religion, is not opposed to mcxiemism 
as far as it inplies to be nxxiem in the sinple sense of the word. 
Vesy often it has been ^predated and given due encouragement 
Particulariy the use of latest and newer metiicxls in industry and 
craft and war technologies is proved from prophetic traditions. On 
the occasion of battle of Ahz' ab \^dlen the tribes of Arabia joined 
together and raided Madina, a renowned conpanion Salman F arsi 
suggested a new technique for its defence \^Mch was never 
practiced in Arabia before. He suggested digging of a trench 
around the city. This was hailed by the Prophet (PBUH) and he 
himself took part in digging the trench (Al-bi(iayah wan- Nih' ayah 
4:95) 

On the advice of Salman F arsi the Prophd; used two new we^x)ns 
in the battle of Ta'if \^Mch, accx)rding to some narration, wae 
constructed by Salman himself. One of them was a 'cat^ulf 
wtoch served as a cannon of the time; the second was "Dababah" 
the Tank of the time (Albidayal wan-Nih' eyahy 4:95). 

Not only this, but Ibn-e-Kathir has r^x)rted that the Prophd; 
(PBUH) had sent two of his corr^janions, namely 'Urwah Ibn 
Mas'ud and Ghitan Ibn Sabnah to the dty of Jarash in Syria to 
leam the techniques of manufacturing Dababas, Maig aniq 
(cat^)ult) and Dhabur. Jarash was the famous industrial town of 
Syria and Dhabur was a we^x)n similar to Dababa\^Mch was used 
ty Romans in their wars. These two conpanions could not take 
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part in the battle of Hiuic^ and Ta'if because they^ w&e in Syria 
learning this technology (Tabcjat-e-Ibne-Sa'advol 2, p. 221, TariMi 
Tabri p. 353 vol. 2., AMdayah wan-Nih' ayah p.345 vol 4). 

Ibn-e-Jarir has reported that the Prophet (PBUH) had asked the 
people of Madinah to promote agriculture by increased cultivation 
and use of camd skulls in thdr fields for increased production 
(Kinzul-'Ammal p. 199 vol: 2). 

According to one narration the Prophd: acMsed people to prorrx)te 
their business by increasing trade in dothes because a doth- 
merchant always wishes that the people remain prosperous and free 
from worries (Kanz-ul 'Ammal p. 199, vol. 2). 

Also he peimiaded mai^ people to go to Oman and Egypt for trade 
(Kanz-ul-' Ammal p. 197, vol. 2) 

To get the benefits of agricdturo and minerals he said: 

(Seekyourhvinginthehidden wealth of the Earth) (Kanz-ul 
'Ammalp.l97,vol. 2). 

The people of Arabia wes^e ignorant of naval fleet, but the Prophd; 
(PBUH) had joyously predicted that some of his people will travd 
throu^ the sea for Jeh' ad in the way of AUah as if they are kings 
on a throne (Sahih Bukhari, kitab-ul-Jeh ad). He described several 
virtues of the first naval fleet of the MusUms. Consequently 
Hadhrat Mu'awiyah (RA) prepared the first naval fleet during the 
caliphate of Hatflirat Usman Ghani (RA). This enabled the access 
of Muslims to Cyprus, Rhcxies, Crates and Sicily and then the 
Qitire Meditesianean Sea came under thdr command 

Hadhrat 'Amr bin 'Aas (RA) in the year 8.AH used the method of 
"Blackout" during the war of Zat-us-salasQ against LaMnn and 
Juzam, and ordaed his troops that theiB should be no U^ts nor an^^ 
fire kindled for three ni^ts in the battlefidd When the troops 
reached Madinah and the Prophet (PBUH) came to know of it he 
incjuired the reasons for this action 'Amr bin 'Aas r^Ued "O 
Messaiger of Allah, my troops wae less in number than the enor^^ 
troops, heice I ordaed to keep all U^ts off at ni^t lest the enor^^ 
may boost its morale by finding the low count of our troops". The 
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Prophet was pleased with this tactic and offeted his thanks to 
Alni^ty Allah (Jam' a 
-ul-Fawa'idp. 27, vol.2). 

These are a few e5:anples of the Prophetic em \^Mch have beai 
casually mentioned The aim of this description was to eii5)hasize 
that Mam has not objected to any modesn acJvancement just 
because it is recent and mcxiesiL Rather it has en(X)ui:aged 
mcxiesnity for ri^itful purposes and within rightful Umits. 

Howevo; in its own sphere it renains a reality that \^^Q^eas 
mcxiemity has elevated man's material status to great heights, 
givQi him newer inventions and provided him with better means of 
comfort and ease in life, it has, at the same time, caused man to 
suffer from many depravities and led him to mai^ (disastrous ends. 
It is due to the same modonity that human history is full of 
Pharaohs and Shiddads w^o wero not contaited with any limit of 
powa: and authority. Their lust for authority took them to the 
ettait of claiming deification for themselves. The same modemty 
gave birfh to Hitier and Mussolini \^ilose evo: increasing urge for 
es:panding temtorial boundaries demanded a new piece of land 
evoy day. It is the same modonity that has oigulf ed the w^ole 
worid in the tornado of nudity and obscenity, and has provided an 
es:cuse for fornication, and more so it has led, undo: thundo: claps 
to the passage of a biQ in the British House of Commons to legatize 
homosesuatity. It is in the shadow of the same modanity that 
Westan womsi are opoily displaying bannas on the streds 
demanding legalization of abortion And it is the same modernity 
\^Mch is previewing argument for justifying marriage with tme 
sistas, dau^tets and other blcxxi relations. 
It proves that "Mcxiemity" is a double- eclged sword \^Mch can be 
used for the benefit of mankind and to cut its Own throat Hence 
any new thing is neither acceptable just for being new nor refutable 
just because it is new. That much is dear and obvious but the most 
inportant cjuestion is, "What is the criterion to decide \^Mch 
invention is useful and acceptable and \^Mch is harmful and not 
acceptable?" 

One way to detemine this standard is to follow the dictates of 
reason alona Hence, in secular societies this decision rests with 
logic and reasoning. But the difficulty in it is that those people \^to 
robbed humanity of all the attributes of moratity and character in 
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the name of 'Modonit/ and put it on the road to baibaristn and 
bmtality wea^e all men of reason and philosophy, and thesB were 
none among them \^^o had not made pure inteQect as thdr guida 
The reason is that once free of the Divine Guidance of Wal^ 
'intdlecf becomes a beloved of evoy Tom, Dick and Harry, so 
that each of the diff es:eit kinds of contradictory dements, consider 
it to be their e5:clusive propedy, \^Me in fact it belongs to none of 
them In such an "InteQect" one can find ^amorous justifications 
for evesy evil concept and filthiest of action. For e5:an^e, the 
names of Hiroshima and Nagasaki cause humanity to sweat with 
shame, but the sdiolady and world-famous b(X)k "Encyclopedia 
Britannica" has meationed the disastets caused by Atomic Bombs 
ia these cities after the intioductory seatence as follows: 
"Former Prime Minister Winston Churchill estimated that by 
shortening the war the Atomic Bomb had saved the lives of 
10,000,00 US soldiers and 250,000 British soldias". (Britannica 
vol.2, p. 647, 1950). 

Sevaal ecanples of similar rational iaterpietations can be 
piesaited With due ^x)logies to modesty I would like to present 
another es:ample ia the Ught of \^Mch the correct position of pure 
intdlect would become dear. 

In the history of Islam there has passed a sect knowa as 
'Batiniyah' . A renowned leader of this sect Ubc^d-ullah alQirwani 
haswrittai: 

"What can be more surprising that a person having claim to 
wisdom acts so stupidly that he has with him a beautiful sister or 
dau^ter. His wife is not so pretty, he marries his dau^ter or sister 
to a stranger. If these ignorant ones had ary trace of wisdom they^ 
would have known that they^ themselves had a greater right on their 
sistess and dau^teis than a stranger. The main reason of this 
stupidity is that their Master has forbidden gocxi things on them." 
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No matte: how you react to this ciisgusting and r^)tilsive statanent 
it is an obvious e5:anple of \^tot havcx: is caused by human reason 
\^^Ql it is not guided by Divine Guidanca What argument is there 
with reason to rgect this hideous suggestion of marrying ones real 
dau^tes: and sistes:? Hence we see that the dream of 'Ubayd-ulla 
Qirwani is coning true centuries aftes:wards, and voices are being 
raised in some Western countries to legalise marriages with real 
sisteas. 

In short, carried awEy ty the wave of Modonity, if the decision for 
gocxi and bad is left on reason alone the result will be that no value 
of life will remain intact. Besides, man will be lost in the labyrinth 
of contradictory opinions and concepts from wMch no way out can 
be traced The intellectual levd of every pes:son is diffQ:ent from 
the other. The reason is that, indepeidence from the Divine 
Guidance of Wahy is regarded by man as freedom, but in fact he 
becomes the slave of his beastiy passions and saisual desires. This, 
is the worst form of servility. In the Qufanic phraseology it is 

tamed as Haw-a( '->*)that is passion, and it is about this that the 
Quf an declared: 

'If Truth becomes subj ected to thdr passions great tumult will 
occur betweai the earth and skies and the creations themn" 

(23:71) 

A grovBp of philosophQ:s has bear maitioned in the discussions of 
Legal Theory. Their (X)ncept of moratity is called the Cognivist 
Theory. The famous legal expert Dr Friedman has summarized 
this view in his book "Legal Theory" in these words: 

"Reason is and ou^t only to be the slave of the passions and can 
never pretend to ary other office than to s&rve and obey them" 
(p.36) 

The end result to be derived from this view, in the words of Dr. 
Friedman, is: 

"Evesy thing else but also words tike 'gocxi', 'bad', 'oughf, 
'worthy' are purely emotive, and thesB cannot be such thing as 
ethical or moral science" (pp. 36- 37). 
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Howev^es: bad or wrong this view may be to form the basis of moral 
conceptions, it provides a tme and realistic intespretation of secular 
reasoning. Factually, thesB can be no other outcome of submission 
to secadar reason that no such thing as "Morality" should exist in 
the world, and nothing but passions should govesn the words and 
deeds of man In fact secxilar reasoning and 'morality' can never go 
togetiier because a stage is arrived in the pursuit of 'mcxiemily' 
\^^en a man's conscience regards an action as bad yet he feds 
bound to adopt it because 'modernity' and secular reasoning offer 
no argument to rgect it The westan thinkers of today aro 
helplessly facing the same predicammt A large number of British 
thinkes:s do not lilce the legalization of homosQ5:uality adopted ty 
the Pariiament a few years ago but they were obhged to accept it 
because in the dcxtene of a purely intellectual "mcxiennty" thoB 
remains no option but to legalize eveiy evil that has prevailed in 
the scxiety. How actononisling are the words of the Wolfendo: 
Committee \^Mch was ^pointed to considQ: this issue: 

"Unless a deliberate attai^ is made by scxidy acting throu^ the 
agoicy of the law to ecjuate this fear of crime with that of sin, there 
Must remain a realm of private nx)rality and immorality \^Mch in 
brid and crude tains is not the law's business." (The Legal 
Theory). 

In fact, once reason alone is made a judge to decide wtot is good 
and bad Man will be deprived of evoy standard that may be used 
as a basis to stop a new practice harmful to society. Reason has to 
be made to follow Divine standard of good and bad 
The law- makers are extremely worried that in the presence of the 
general trend of modernity vdiat method can be adopted throu^ 
\^Mch at least some ecalted human values might be preserved An 
American judge Carduzo has written that the nx)st inportant legal 
need of today is that a philosophy of law should be organized 
\^Mch could create a harmony between the contradictory and 
antagonistic demands of stationary and revolutionary values. But 
the fact is that this job cannot be done throu^ reason and 
philosopliy. The entire disnption has started because the function 
of Waliy (Divine Revelations) has been inposed on the intellect of 
Man and in this way a burden has been placed on his shoulders 
\^Mch he cannot bear It is only on the basis of some valid 
arguments that a law can be called perpetual and free of changes. 
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but the human intdlect is inc^jahle of produciag any such 
argumemt Tcxis^ some people ms^ regard a law as unaltea:ahle on 
the basis of thdr reasons but tomorrow otlies:s may realize that it is 
not fit to be a pespetual law and they^ would declare it altes:abla 
The only solution to the probleni is that instead of making himsdf 
a slave of his passions he should submit to the Bang Who created 
him and the entire univeasa Since that Being is fuUy aware of aU 
the changes that would occur, no body else can determine \^hich 
principles of law are unaltesabla 

The fanx)us author of jurisprudoice, George Paton, has writtai: 

"What intes:ests should the real legal system protect? This is a 
cpestion of values in \^Mch legal fMlosophy^ plays its part... But 
however Much we desire the hdp of philosophy, it is difficult to 
obtain No agreed scale of values has ever beai reached indeed It 
is only in religion that we can find a basis, and the truth of religion 
Must be acc^ted ty faith or invitation and not purely on the result 
of logical argument" (Portion: Jurisprudoices p. 121). 

In short secular intellect has totally failed to define good and bad 
Hence theiie is no solution to the probleni except that Man should 
seek guidance from God and follow the revealed doctrines. Thae 
is no other wey of salvation for humanity. The Qur' an said 

"Is he who has a dear proof from his Lord hke those to whom thdr 
evQ deeds are made alluring and they^ foUow thdr c^rices?" 
(Muhammad: 14) 

Hence the only solution to the problem is that evoy new trend or 
custom and convoition should be judged, not on its ^pareit shine 
and fitter but on the basis of standards laid down ty AUah, the 
Lord of the Univase Once one finds any itgunctions of AUah and 
His Messenger concaning it, then it must be followed without the 
least hesitation The Qur' an seys: 
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"And it is not for a bdieving man or a bdieving woman, v\ihBi 
Allah and His Messengo: have decreed a matter to have choice in 

theirmatt)a"(Q: 33:35) 



Another vase of the Holy Quian speaks: 

"But no, by your Lord, They^ wQl not bdieve until they make you 

(O Prophd;) the judge of \^tat is in cMspite betweoi than, then find 

no vecation in their hearts over what you decide and submit with 

full submission". (Q:4:65) 

Whatever itgunctions Allah has revealed in His Book or thiou^ 
His Messenger (PBUH) pedata to such matters that if they^ are \dt 
to be decided by reason they have led to abearance; and since AUah 
is weJl aware of all the past and future h^peniugs only His 
commands can be obeyed iuevoy time. Hence it is stated: 

"Allah makes dear (His commandments) to you, lest you go 
astiay. AndAUahisKnowerofeveay thing." (Q: 4:176) 

This makes another thing about "Modanity" vey dear that the 
need for Divine Revdations (Wahy) and commandments of Allah 
was fdt because it was difficult to achieve tme guidance in this 
matte: thiou^ inteQect alona It is, theefore, essential that the 
Divine Iigunctions be followed exactly as the^ are: It is a wrong 
practice that ary prevaleit custom of the time be first taken as 
correct on the basis of sdf-reasoning, and then atterpts be made to 
fit the Qui' an and Traditions to it by making distant inteipretations. 
Such a mdhod cannot be called submission to the WiQ of Allah 
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Rathe: it amounts to altei:ation and amendmeits for winch no man 
is aufhoiized, because that would annul the vesy purpose of 
smding Divine Guidanca True submission means that the 
commandments of Allah should nev^er be allowed to be altered or 
mcxJified even if the entire mankind collectively so desireL AUah 
says: 

"And pcif ect are the words of your Lord in truthfulness and justice; 
thete is none w^o can change His words; and He is the Heare; the 
Knower. And if you (O Prophet) obey^ most of those on earth they^ 
would lead you astiay from AUah' s way. They^ follow nothing but 
sumiise, and they^ do but guess. Surely your Lord knows best \^ho 

astrays from His way. And He knows best \^^o are ri^tly guided" 

(Q: 6:115-117) 






"(And when Our dear revdations are redted to then) those wiio 

hope not for the meding with Us say, "Bring a Qur* an other than 

this or alter it Say (O Prophet) "It is not for me to alter it of my 

own accord, 1 follow nothing, es:c^ wtot is revealed to me (Q: 

10: 15). 

This kind of true obedioice may bring opposition of the people and 
one may face difficulties but those wdio stand this test of the time, 
are ri^tly guided in this world and the Heieafta:. AUah says: 
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"And those who strive in Our way. We shall catainly guide then 
inOurwc^a IndeedAllahiswiththegood-doets." (Q: 2:69) 

It is not the we^ of a true Mushm that he acx^epts wtot he finds to 
fulfill his material desires and rejects wtot calls for some mataial 
loss or puts him thiou^ some trials. This attitude, in Qufanic 
tenns, leads one to lose both in this worid and in the Heteafte:. 

"And among Mankind is he \^^o worships AUah ip)n the very 

edge— so that if g(X)d befalls him he is contented with it but if a 

trial befalls him he turns round on his faca He loses this worid and 

the HesBafter. That is indeed a manifest loss." (Q: 22: 11) 

The only way to judge betweoi desirable and undesirable 
modonistn is to examine it in the U^t of Quf anic iigunctions. If it 
is not in opposition to AUah' s Commandmoits it may be accepted 
othawise it must be rgected without nisinteLpLeting and distorting 
it ev^en thou^ it may be against the common tieid of tima 
Reproaches and modceay coming from the people should not be 
allowed to change his firm belirf. A tme Muslim has a dear 
answer to such negative retnaris provided by. the Quf an: 

"AUah mcxis at then and lets them l(X)se in thdr inpertinence in 
\^Mch they^ keep wandering." (2: 15) 

This attitude is meant for such affairs of life as have beeu ordained 
to be ObUgatory, Incumbent Tratlitional, Desirable or ForbiddQi 
and Deteslabla Hence these injunctions are unaltes:able in every 
pericxi Howevo; for things that faU under the category of being 
"pesnissible" man has been authorized to adopt or to abandon 
them according to the needs and demands of time. In fact, there are 
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veay few mattes wtodi Islamic Law has es:phcitiy defined as 
ObhgatDiy, Incumbent Traditional, Desirahle, Forbidden and 
Detestable, and are unaltesabla On the contrary, most of the affairs 
of life fall under the category of "pemnssible" and decisions about 
their adoption or rg ection can be made according to rec^mrements. 

We can see that the field of activity with regard to mcxiemism as 
provided by Islam is vesy vast in \^Mcll one can live a nx)deni life 
without deviating from the way of Allah in the least. In them Man 
may ^ply his intellectaal abilities and may achieve enormous 
heists of kno\^iedge, discoveries as well as Science and 
Tecinology, and make them more and more useful for mankind 

The greatest challenge for the Islamic world today is to recognize 
these limits of "Mcxiemity", without interf'ering with the corifined 
limits of unaltei:able itgunctions of Islam Unfortunately the present 
attitude of the Islamic world is in dear (X)ntrast to this. Our 
scholars have been markedly slow in the sphei:es winch demanded 
their active dforts, wMe they^ are activdy busy modemzing the 
unaltaable Commandmoits of Allah witii the consecpence that 
MusLLms are dgaived of the amenities and comforts that modon 
time has provided to humanity and the evils of modanism are at 
Irbaty to prevail in our scxidy with no check from our side. May 
Almi^ty Allah give us the ability and courage to fulfill our 
obligations to mcxlQii times wMe safeguarding our ideological 
heritage 
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CHAPTER 2 

ISLAM AND THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION 

Life is consbantiy on the wave. Every new era is asscxaated with 
new circumstances and fresh problons. But the great rev^olution 
which the world has etperiQiced afta: the invention of Machine, 
has affected eveiy spheiie of lifa It has opened the doors of 
research and obsavation for evoy art and science, and has created 
some new problems in eveiy section of Ufa If we look into the 
teachings of rdigions other than Mam we find that the^ are not 
c^)ahle of absoriing the great revolution in them The 
f ountainhead of these teachings was human inteQect rather than the 
Divine Revelation (Wahy), hence they^ had neither a full cognition 
of human nature nor wesB they^ based on the consides:ations of 
changing circumstances of time, nor did they^ have an insist on the 
possible future h^)penrngs. The result is that most of the original 
teachings of those religions have died under the loads of madines. 
Now thesB exist only two possibiUties before the foUowess of these 
religions. They^ have to say good bye to their religion if they want 
to Iffiep pace with the march of time, and if their religion is dearer 
to them they^ have to turn awey from the U^ of thou^ and 
cognition and make themselves an isolated group of people \^^o do 
not belong to the twentietii century. However, some people have 
designed an intesmediary way to resh^je and modify their religion 
in order to make it practicable for the presort tima But, obviously 
he is the follower of his own wtens and not his true religion In 
this case he is deprived of the rdigion he followed b^ora But the 
matte: of Islam is totally diffaent This is the only religion in the 
worid wdiose guidance is ever fresh. No revolutions and 
circumstances make it old It is fresh today and it wiU remain fresh 
as long as the worid es:ists. The reason is obvious. Its pei73g)ts and 
irg unctions are not the product of the human brain which is 
unaware of the coming events. The source of its teachings is the 
Divine Revelations. The Being \^ho made it the code of life for 
Mankind is the One wdio is the Creator of Mankind and the entire 
univasa He has fuU knowledge of Man' s nature and his needs. He 
is fuUy aware of the changing circumstances and He knows what is 
going to h^poi when and wiiei:eL 
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It is the miiade of His words that, the rules and regulations laid 
dowQ by Him in the Qufan and those pteadied by His last 
messenger Muhammad (PBUH) endrde aU ptoblons arising till 
the last day. The worid msy tum to one side or the other tiiese 
teachings will continue to provide with. The prindples and laws of 
Islam would always suffice for aU times to coma 

But it is a pity that a group of people in the Islamic worid knowQ as 
"Mcxiemists" have been unable to get this reality. That is v^, in 
taking their lead from other religions, they have started a canpaign 
of alterations and innovations in Mam. They^ have made it their 
duty to prove that ev^eiy exhibit of the industrial revolution is 
consistent with Mam. After eveiy sudi alteration and innovation 
they present their only argument that Islamic Injunctions must 
change because the worid has greatly changed after the industrial 
revolution bringing about revolutionary changes in thou^t and 
practice. 

In this (X)nnection we wish to point out two types of changes that 
have occurred in every walk of life as a result of the industrial 
revolution of Europe Some of them wee inevitable for the present 
advancements and without them it was not possible for Sdence and 
Technology to have attained the present standard. It was due to 
these that the worid had benefited by the latest inveitions, large 
factories came into being, bridges have been constructed, big dams 
and useful additions to human knowdedge have been made This 
aspect of the industrial revolution is indeed commeidable and it is 
inpeative for the Islamic worid to progress in this fidd Mam 
does not place any obstacle in this direction Rather, it looks at this 
achievement of power with ^probation 

But at the same time, thesB are some changes that are not at aU 
essential for industrial and material progress. The West has 
asscxiated them to industrial revolution for no reason, and now 
realizing this esior is sighing with grief. Obscenity and nudity, free 
mixing of men and women, music and dances, intes:est and birth 
control are things that have nothing to do with material and 
industrial progress. Experience has proved that these things have 
seaved as an obstade rather than assistance towards progress. 

This is the evil from \^Mch the Islamic worid has to save itself veay 
diligently. Industrial revolution in the Islamic worid has become a 
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necessity, but it should be a revolution free of the profanities of 
Western civilization \^Mch have led them to the brink of total 
destruction Unfortunately, our mcxiemist gioip wants us to accept 
the industrial rev^olution of the West as it is, without an iota of 
change in it and thus drown ourselves in their ideological and 
practical abesiances even before the Machine has taken roots in our 
society. That is v\/hy, instead of developing Science and 
Technology, this group is spending its enes:gy in molding Islam to 
bring it in conformity with Western civilization Si^porting this 
new viewpoint the official spokesman of monthly Tikr-o-Nazar' 
of the Institute of Islamic Research, writes as undes:^ 

'The entire life style of Pakistan will be changed after the 
conpletion of the fourth frve-year plan The rule of machine will 
prevail, and due to this family life will change, economy and social 
values wQl change, thae wiU be changes in the relations betweai 
man and woman, and obviously, individual and collective thinking 
wiU be affected, and people wQl think more positively". (Fikr-o- 
Nazar p.733, voL2, p. 12) 

It is obvious that such people do not want to make any distinction 
betweai the industrial ra'^olution of the Islamic Worid and that of 
the West. Our humble submission is that the "rule of machine" in 
the industrial spheiie is not negated, wtot we think hi^y 
venomous are the changes in the family life, economy and social 
values, relationship of man and woman and the thou^ of genaal 
peopla 

These "changes" do not match with the taipoEmeit of Islamic 
ideologies. A study of Industrial Rev^olution of the West itself leads 
us to think that we shall have to abstain from these "changes" if we 
want to lead a peaceful life despite the sway of machine in our 
lives. 

The phUosophor-poet of Pakistan, l(pd., had a de&p insist into the 
state of West, he said: 



J^^^ tS^^^i^Oy^S)^ 



'Christianity (in Europe) is blackened with the smoke of 

machines" 
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And, 

"The rule of macihiiie is the death of soul. Instruments only crush 

the saise of toletanca" 

It will not be proper to deduce from the above that he was allergic 
to machines and instmmeats or that he opposed the progress of 
Technology. What he means is that the evil wMch the West has 
inposed on them along with the machines is detestable and should 
be avoided 

Under the present circumstances proper line of action for us is that 
in the pursuit of industrial revolution we should not blindly march 
on the path that has carried the West to the brink of total 
destruction The industrial revolution will give rise to mar^ 
difficulties and new problems, \^Mch will be resolved under the 
Islamic guidance and this solution, will be free from the defects of 
the Western thou^t Rather, we should accjuire science and 
technology with deep insi^ and open mind in a manner that 
Islamic values aro not injured 

On the contrary, if alteration and innovation is carried out in Islam 
itsdf, to fit it into the framework of Westan civilization and, 
somdiow or the other, it is molded to me^ the requirenent of the 
mcxion time, \^tet credit goes to Islam for this? In this manner any 
religion can be brou^t in conformity with the presait time ty 
twisting and distorting it Thae are many^ \^ilo demonstrated sudi 
artistry in their rdigions. The credit of this goes to them and not to 
the poor rdigion that became a plaything in thdr hands. We 
honestly fed that Islam cannot be matched with other religions. 
Treating Islam in this marme: is ty no means justified, and any 
such attenpt will be an inteipolation in retigion and hence 
condormabla 

No doubt mar^ irg unctions of Islam aro fledble enough to accept 
changes in varying circumstances. But thesB are certain prescribed 
rules \^Mch must be obsea:ved \^^en ^plying these to new 
problems. It does not mean that eveiy Islamic injunction can be 
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dssolved in the reacfy- made mixtuie of moden nec^essities. It may 
be iuidea:stcx)d that the Islamic iigunctions ptescribed by the 
Qui' an, the Suimah and by the conseosus of the Ummah are fixed 
and unalterabla They^ cannot be changed in any^ pericxi Howev^es; 
in the matters, \^M(il can be influenced by change of time, the 
Holy Qur'an and Sunnah have provided us with some basic 
principles without giving specific commandment for a specific 
condition These principles can be used as a basis for the 
deductions of new ug unctions in evesy pericxi Had Islam peamitted 
the people of every time to deduce Islamic injunctions according to 
their circumstances and in opposition to the unanunous decisions 
of the Muslim Ummah, it would not have provided us with such 
conpBhensive and detailed commandments in evesy sphesB of lifa 
Rather, it would have said, "Keep making your own 
commandments according to your circumstances." On the contrary, 
Islam has provided us with specific and elaborate prec^ts with 
divine wisdom in ordo: that they^ are to be obsaved up to the oid 
of tima In short, these Islamic irgunctions are fixed and cannot be 
changed sinply because time has changed They^ are not only 
practicable up to the Dey of Judgment but the^, in fact, hold the 
key^ to real material progress of the Muslims. 

ThoB are irgunctions, the Qur'an and traditions have thonsdves 
left to be decided by time, winch are altaabla They^ can be 
changed, and are bdng changed, according to the circumstances. 
But in the guise of this fle5:ihQity our modernists not only try to 
change those unanimously acce^^ed injunctions that are being 
acc^^ted as established for the last fourteai centuries but they^ 
desire to make amends evoi in certain belies that are against the 
dear and esplidt irg unctions of the Quran and Surmah, thou^ not 
accepted by a sin^e pesson of any significanca 

In case we allow this attitude to be correct it would in^y that no 
basic bdief of Islam has been undei:stood by ary one in the last 
fourteai hundred years. It recjuires our serious thou^t if such a 
rdigion is worthy of being followed by ar^ sensible pesson? 
How funny it is that our modemsfcs fed the change of time only 
\^^en they^ want to give religious sanction to an activity or \^^Ql 
they want to seek ^proval to a thought or practice of western 
ideology. On the contrary, \^ten the change of time demands labor 
or some hard work they^ do not even think of it For ecan^e, the 
modonisfcs have made loud claims that usury and intei:est should be 
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made pemissiMe because time has changed but none of then eve: 
demanded that the concessions in the Salah (Five daily prsyeis of 
worship) and Fasting during journeys should be withdrawn because 
the change of time has made joumey^ far more comfortable and 
easy than it was in olden days. They^ never insisted that these 
facUities should be withdrawn in mcxiem time and they weiB meant 
only for the time f oregona 

The hedonistic attitude of Modemsm can be weJl conceived with 
this divessity of action In fact all its arguments are designed for 
their pre-conceived ideas. Since their aim is to infuse Western 
ideologies in Islam they l(X)k for ar^ situation v\ih&e this may be 
achieved and tiiey use, ar^ trivial thing they find, as an argument, 
no matter how transient and si^jerfluous it may be. Whes:eas the 
same argument is sinply ignored \^tol it turns against their 
intaitions. How I wish that our Modernists think over these 
submissions seriously and reatistically and thdr able efforts are 
spent on some constructive savice instead of distorting or 
innovating the Islamic guidance 
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CHAPTER 3 

THE DEMANDS OF TIME 

"Rdigious scholais (Ulona) should behave acxx)rding to the 
detiHods of time". This is a catchword we hear in a new style 
almost ev^eiy day. Most of our secular minded leaders are repeating 
this suggestion off and on And now we hear the echo of this 
suggestion eveu in our hi^ levd scxial gathaings wheuever a 
religious subject comes under discussion A group of people in our 
countiy is busy in surgical maneuvas on the explicit irg unctions of 
Islam and its established principles under the guise of modonism. 
They^ regard religious scholars as the biggest obstacle in their path 
They^ consider that their success depends on baseless accusations 
and malicious propaganda against religious scholars in wMchever 
way it is possible. For this, they have adopted the ambiguous 
phrase "Demands of Time" as a hypnotizer for the mcxiem minds, 
and make this a basis for their repeated ^peals to the people and 
the government that religious scholars are the biggest obstacle in 
the way of progress and hence no heed should be paid to them and 
to \^tot they^ say. 

We leave them at the will of AUah from Whom no secrets of hearts 
are hidden. But thesB are some people \^to quite sinceinely and 
saiously feel that religious scholars aro unaware of the needs and 
demands of the modem age, and it is a result of this ignorance that 
they oppose evoy new thing. In these lines we wish to address this 
very groip of people But b^ore this we humbly submit that if they^ 
are really well-wishas of Islam and Muslims they should give a 
cool thought to this matte: and, for a little \^Me, make free thdr 
minds from the grip of such hasty suggestions and try to 
undastand what is meant by the 'T)Qnands of Time" and wtat is 
the best method of fulfilling it? With unbiased minds they should 
e5:amine these allegations against the Ulema, the Islamic scholars. 

The first thirig to be defined is the phrase 'TVIeding the Donarids of 
Time"? We fed that those \^ilo are so forcdully preaching the 
inportance of donands of time thonselves do not have a clear 
concg)tion of these demands. They^ are simply making the 
ambiguous daims that religious scholars are opposed to the 
Demands of Time But they^ never made it dear as to \^tot those 
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specific demands are wtodi are opposed by the Ulema If by the 
"Demands of Time" they mean that Muslims should endeavor to 
ecjuip themselves with all the means of science and technology 
without \^Mch it is not possible to survive as a free nation in the 
world of today thai indeed this is the greatest need and demand of 
this tima For God's sake tell us w^o is the sin^e scholar \^to 
forbids this most inportant demand of time? Which of these 
scholars, and w^en, has issued any venlict (Fatwa) that progress in 
the fields of scioice and technology is forbidden, uriawful, 
meanin^ess or useless? Science has nsde amazing progress in the 
recQit years and it is in progress. Even in our life-time we have 
seen that newer inventions are coming up evesy day. How many of 
them have been opposed ty the rdigious scholars? Electricity, 
Telegr^hy, Telephone, Teleprinter, Wireless Radio, Transistors, 
T^)e Recordess, Cars, Heavy Motor Vehicles, Aero planes, 
Steamas, Trains, Tanks, Mortars, Filter Planes, Bombeis, 
Submarines, Warships, Rockets, MissQes, Radar, Industrial 
Machines, Factories, Tractors, Chemical Fedilizers, Insecticides 
and Pesticides, Surgical Instruments, X-rsy & otho: Radiological 
Machines are in use with religious sanction of Islam All sources of 
kno\^iedge in Arts, Science, Commace, Mathematics, Geogr^)l]y, 
Geology, Astrononiy, Civics, and PoUtics are some ecanples of 
mataial progress. Which of these has ever beoi opposed ty 
religious scholars or any obstacles been placed in their way? 

The history of the past twenty years of our devdoping country is a 
witness to the fact that ty the Grace of AUah our country has 
advanced ty leaps and bounds in mataial and economic progress 
perfectly corresponding to the wishes of our righteous rdigious 
scholars and religious circles. Many of the great economic schemes 
have been conpleted during this period, large factories have been 
erected, vast network of roadways constructed, numerous canals 
dug out for irrigation, many dams wes^e made, the old 
communication system was replaced with new inventions, many 
colleges and univea:sities for various sciences and arts came into 
es:istence and barren land was cultivated Only an insane person 
can fed unh^)py about these advancements. Once again 1 ask our 
nxxiesnists to point out just one religious scholar \^^o ever opposed 
these achievements, or ever criticized production of expert 
sdentists or educating people in oigineering, or constructing 
roadways, factories, bridges, canals, river dams, using advanced 
technology in arms and ammunition for the country's defense, or 
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evo: suggested that our ami^ should not be ttained in modon 
machine warfare, or that the latest tdecommunication means 
should not be adopted, or education and training in mcxiem arts and 
sciences should be stopped 

If none of the rdigious scholars has ev^ea: opposed it fh&e can be no 
otho: inteipretation of these baseless accusations e5:cept mahce and 
emnity against the righteous scholars of Islam. We know, not one 
but countless such scholars \^^ose hopes and tmst are centered on 
Pakistan, and it is their greatest desire that side by side it marches 
on the strai^ path of Islam, Pakistan should progress by leaps and 
bounds in the material fields as well. That is \^^y on the one hand 
they have been enphasizing on the Muslims that achievements of 
e5:pertise of science and technology is an inportant conponoit of 
our obligations, and if we fail to fulfill our obligations we shall be 
presaited bd'ore Allah as an offender, and on the other hand they^ 
are preying day and ni^t for the prosperity and integrity of 
Pakistan Which is best known by Allah, the All-knowing, AU- 
aware 

We are, however, presenting below the es:capts from the writings 
of some of those religious scholars w^o are being blamed of 
opposing science and technology. 

In Pakistan the most renowned of the religious scholars was 
Moulana Shabbir Ahmad Usmani. His selfless sacrifices for the 
freedom of Pakistan can not be forgotten. In a conference at Dacca, 
in 1949, \^Me explaining the policy of Pakistani scholars he 
declared in cjuite unecjuivocal tains: 

"No matte: \^tot treatment we meet from those in authority, we 
shall leave no stone unturned to make this new country safe and 
strong for the pleasure of Allah and sipremacy of Islam and 
believers of Islam" (Presidential address Jamiat Ulem'a-e-Islam 
Conference, Dacca 10 February, 1949) 

Furtho: in the same speech he said, 

"We should not lag behind and show any laziness in the 
procurement of these material means and equipments to the last bit 
of our abihly and conpetency, so that we may lower the morale of 
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our enear^ and show our suptemacy on then, because this is in 
accordance with the Qui' anic irgunction." 

Continuing, he further said: 

'In my opinion the secr^ of all our success and prospoity lies in 
the four words namely. Patience and Pea:sev^es:ance, Fear of Allah 
and Purity, Unity of nation, and Numerical strength to the possible 
limits. In short, we must keep our relations with Allah iu the ri^t 
direction iu our individual and collective life, so that we desesve 
His favor and assistance. And 1 prsy that the entire Muslim nation 
should unite together and briug forth the Power that would subdue 
all evil forces". 

The Grand Mufti of Pakistan, Mufti Muhammad Shafi, President, 
Darul Ulum, Karachi, has writteu in his treatise 'Jihad' as under, 

"Indeed, the Patience, the fear of Allah and total belief in and 
submission to AUah is the real and unconquaable strength of 
MusLLms. Along with it, however, it is also essential that ecjuipmoit 
of war and ammunition proper to the time and place should be 
accjurred and stored The Prophet (SA) always arranged for war 
es:adses, and issued instructions to collect and accjuire all those 
we^x)ns that we^e in vogue anyw^eiB in those day& It has beoi 
reported by Ibn-e-Kathir in his bcx)k "Al- Hidayah wan Niheyah" 
undo: the c^)tion of Battle of Huricyn that two of the Prophets' 
conpanions could not take part in Jihad because the^ w&e in 
Damascus learning the techrncpes of manufacturing war we^x)ns 
called 'Dababa' aid 'Dhabur' (The carriages that were used as 
Tanks in those days). Similariy, cat^)ults were also manufactured 
there: 

'This incidence also proves that it is obligatory for the Muslims to 
make their countries self sufficient in war we^x)ns and technology 
and should not depend on othes:s. Otherwise the Prophet could have 
purchased those carriages and catsuits rather than sending his men 
to learn the technicpes to manufacture them by themselves. We are 
bound to think it seriously how much our country is in need of all 
the ecpipment and we^x)ns of war used in modem warfare so that 
we may not be lagging behind We must put all our energy and 
resources to fulfill the aim that we become self sufficient in the 
nearest possible future" ('Jihad' pp.53 to 56) 
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In another of his b(X)ks "Modesn We^x)ns" the Grand Mufti has 
said: 

'In short the industrial products and inventions, be they^ new or olcl 
if related to mankind' s economic prosperity, are all beief actions of 
Allah that have been bestowed on human beings. Man should be 
wise enou^ to take full benefits from them and be grateful to 
Almi^ty AUah." ('Ala'te-Jadidahp.lS). 

And Moulana Zafar Ahmad Usmani, ShdMi-ul-Hadith, Darul- 
Ulum-al-Islamiya, Tando Allah Yar, writes in one of his recent 
articles: 

"War we^x)ns and technology against the enemy should be raised 
to the extent that the enory is ovaawed with thou Our eariio: 
Caliphs and Sultans religiously followed this rula The companion 
Hadhiat Mu'awiyah (RA) hai pii^jared a fled; of 500 warships 
during the time of Hadhiat Usman (RA), the thitd Caliph He used 
to stpavise petsonally the collection of all defense ecjuipments and 
nevo: depoided on othas as we do today. The Muslim nations 
should join together to build up factories for ammunition and otho: 
we^x)ns, and a continued process of research and invoitions must 
be carried out All these d'forts are in conformity with Qui'anic 
irgunctions." (Monthly Al-Balagh, p44J.A 1387 (AH). 

Moulana Muhammad Yusuf Binorri, SheiMi-ul-Hadith, Madrasah 
Arabiyah, New Town (Bitmori Town), Karachi, writes: 

'ThoB is no scarcity in the Islamic woricl rafho: tho^e is an 
abundance of natural resources, material resesves and wealth, but 
how great a tiagecfy it is that a m^or portion of their wealth is 
utilized by the enemies through deposits in foregn banks, or spent 
in e5:tLavagance, debaucheay, undue luxuries, and immoralities. But 
defense stabihty, mUitaiy training and ordinance factories are 
piactically ne^gible, \^Mle the enemies of Islam are constructing 
airports, naval fleets, miUtaiy cantonments and large ordinance 
factories. But the Islamic worid is not only indulged in profane 
pursuits but has shown criminal ne^gence towards material 
progress." (Monthly B aiyyenat, Karachi, RS. 1387 (AH), p.4) 
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Moulana Abdul Haq, SheiMi-ul-Haditii of Daml-ulmn Haqqania, 
Akora Khattal^ has elaborated the same view in one of his 
speeches: 

'You have acc^uired only immoralily and evil - doings from 
Europe. They manufacture one plane and innunies:ahle rockete in a 
minute and collect billions of dollars to save the Jews, and we 
remain asleep in our luxuries. If we ignore our collective problems 
the result can not be other than destmction" (Monthly Al-Hac^ 
July 1967, p. 17) 

Moulana Shamsd Haq Af^iani has written in one of his recent 
articles 'Taiaciqi aur Islam" (Mam and Progress): 

"Our deprivation from progress and our present dedine is the result 
of our ne^ect towards Islam, othawise Islam and Progress are 
inseparable.... A(xx)rding to this vei:se it is obligatory on all 
MusLLms that in aU the modon ecjuipments and instrumoits they^ 
should progress to the ectent that tiiey^ should be at least at par with 
Christian nations if not exceed them The Islamic worid must use 
all its resources for this purposa" (Monthly 'Al-Hacj', S^t 1967 
p.22) 

Above are the utteiEnces of some hi^ ranking and renowned 
religious scholars. These have come to our view just abnptly 
without any special efforts to find them Those w^o had beai 
reading the views of these scholars know it fuUy wdl that not only 
the religious scholars nev^er opposed Science and Technology but 
they had always been inducing the Muslims to attain them Despite 
this reahty before their e^es there is a group of people \^^o are 
beating their drums hi^ and loud that the religious scholars are 
opposed to progress and advancement, they^ aro aUes^gic to Science 
and Technology, they^ give no inportance to the demands of time, 
and discard every new thing. 

The cleves^est advcxHte of "Falsehood" was Goebbels, \^to spoke 
the Truth \^ten he said that if "falsehood" is spread with fuU force 
the worid starts taking it as the "truth". Our modennsts have also 
been following Goebbds' adage so much so that even some of the 
very learned and balanced of mind people regard this slogan as true 
\^Me it is just a false blame, curmin^y produced by propaganda 
machines of mcxiem time. 
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It howevea; these people consider music and dance, nudity and 
obsconty, profligacy and immodesty, co-education, free inter 
mixing of mea and women, usury in banking, and birth control as 
donands of time and means of progress, then indeed the religious 
scholars have openly opposed them, and they should have done so; 
they still do it and will continue doing it We may be informed 
\^tat logic and reason has ever dain^ these things to be the 
demands of time? They^ must bring some logical argument to prove 
\^tat relation material progress h^ with music and dances? Which 
is that progress that would stop without nudity and obscenity? 
What are the geaiirine obstacles iu the way of promoting inberest- 
free banldng? How does co-education and free nixing of men and 
women hdp iu sdence and technology? 

The modanists may call music and dances, coeducation and mixed 
gathaings, etc. as the donands of time, but iu view of the 
drcumstances we sincady betieve that the greatest need and 
demand of the presait time is that the Islamic worid should totally 
ei:adicate these things with full ni^t and power. This is because, 
the magnitude of the fatalities that has come to the forefront iu the 
twQitidh CQituiy was never wituessed before^ The veiy Western 
intdtigentsia itsdf is showing dear signs of extreme anxiety and 
resflessness on their premature but unmoral and iirational sodal 
advancemoit No UteiEte peison of the worid can daim to be 
ignorant of this outay that is echoing from the meeting chambas 
of Westan thinkeis as a result of scxial and moral ruin in thdr 
Uves. The 'modanisf should, for God' s sake, dedde for himsdf as 
to \^hat really are the demands of time? Should it be that the 
Islamic worid should march on the f(X)tsteps of the West and fall 
into the same atyss of moral degradation? Or should the Islamic 
worid take lesson from the dreadful end of the West and save itsdf 
from this dangerous path forevea:? 

The groip of people \^4lo consider these curses of Westan 
dvilization as demands of time and means of progress call 
themsdves as "Modeniists" but it is strange that in the fidd of 
thou^ts and deeds they^ are preaching the same outdated 
ideologies of the West \^Mch have not given anything but burnt 
scars all over the body. They know veiy weQ how r^dly the 
Western style of thinking is changing about their old views, and 
\^tat the latest studies of philosopl^ aid sdence are proving about 
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these subjects? Take for esan^e the problon of popdatioiL A 
very substantial number of modesn economists are against limiting 
the family size and birth control. Having been in^aiessed by their 
latest arguments such economists aro constantly increasing in 
number; but our "Mcxiemists" are still embiadng Malthus' 
outdated theory that has been thrown away by the maxh of time 
some two centuries ago. I do wish to cjuote here the views of 
Philosopher-Poet Iqbal, \^ilo said: 






"Power of the West is not due to flutes and guitars, nor due to 

dances of veal less gids, nor due to the speJl of their magical 

beauty, nor to their naked legs, nor to their trimmed hair styles. 

Their supremacy is not due to secxilarism, nor is their progress due 

to Latin script Their power is due to science and technology. It is 

this fuel that is burning in their lan^ia Wisdom does not lie in how 

your clothes are tailored, and the turban is no obstruction for 

sdoice and technology". 

The above is sufficient to show the nature of these accusations of 
our "Modernists" against the rehgious scholars of opposing the 
demands of time anci Science and Technology? The cpestion arises 
as to wdiy the "Modernists" are so forcedly propagating tins 
es:treiiely unreasonable daim? As far as we can trace there is 
probably a psychological factor in action, if we rule out ary 
specific motives behind it the fundamental error \^Mch misled 
these modonists is that they^ (X)nsider Islam analogous to 
Christianity and the Islamic worid to the West. They^ had observed 
that at the time of revival of science and technology in the West the 
biggest obstacle was Christianity along with its scholars. As long 
as the supremacy of church prevailed in the West the \^tole region 
was filled with ignorance and iUiteracy. The Christian scholars 
tried to st^p^ess every such attenpt that was made to create 
scientific awareness among the people People like John Hiss and 
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JeiTome wae burnt alive in the city of Constanca The reiowned 
sdeatist Galileo had to suffer calamities because he wanted to open 
new avenues in the field of science But gradually the awareness 
spead and seveml movements came out These tortures could not 
stop them, and ultimately Martin Luther, John Calone and Zon^ 
put up a stnig^e that defeated P^)aLism aid these movements got 
their chance to flouiisL Lately Russo, Horonic and Reman with 
other mcxiemisfcs made further changes and innovations in the 
religion and brou^ it in conformity to the scientific researches of 
that tima The situation now is that Luther, Calone, Ruso and 
Horonic etc. have been titled as Reformers by the religious minded 
people of the WesL They^ are regarded as national heroes and 
people of the new genes:ation, \^to have not yet become totally 
ahen to religion, regard them with a sense of honor and dignity that 
by making fundamental changes in Christianity they^ freed the 
nation from the grip of P^jalism \^Mcll was the greatest obstacle in 
the Wc^ of their material progress. 

Now, the modernists of Islam want to make similar amsidmoits by 
considering Islam ecpal to Christianity and scholars of Islam 
parallel to popes and regard themselves as Luthas and Rusos of 
thdr tima In this way they^ want to become the Reformers of the 
Muslim nation by opposing and defaming the religious scholars. 
They^ aspire that some Henry VIII wiU scx)n ^)pear and he will 
grace thon by accg)ting their ideology and then offrdaLly 
inplonenting it for ever. Thus the coming goierations wiU regard 
thon in such hi^ esteem as is the case of hao-worship with 
Luthe: and Ruso dbz. 

We may remark hae that they^ are in great delusion and their dream 
is nev^er going to come trua They are badly mistaken in 
considering Islam similar to Christianity and scholars of Islam to 
popes. The unnatural views of Christian religion \^Mcll became 
common after the third century did not have adecpate power to 
keep pace with 

time for all future days to come, and stand face to face with the 
latest scientific advancements. That was an era of dark ignorance 
and si^jerstitions \^Mcll could not stay in the light of kno\^iedga 
Hence science came as a great challenge and they^ were left with no 
other option than either to oppose science openly or by cutting and 
dipping their religion to bring it in conformity with the scientific 
kno\^iedge. The popes initially adopted the first course and 
declared science as the forbidden tree But Science was the real 
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need of that time and they^ (X)iild not stop its progress mei:ely by a 
hollow daim and basdess diarges against it The result was that all 
their efforts failed to stop sdentific advancement 

At this stage the mcxiemists adopted the second course and started 
manipulating the religion and distorting its teachings so that people 
may not mock and laugh at it This was indeed a sesAdce to 
Christianity, and if they had not done this favor Christianity would 
have been swept away by the torrent of Rationalism and no trace of 
it could be found tocfey. The workmanship of Christian modernists 
hdped the Christian religion to survive dthough its fundamental 
concepts wei^e totally changed At least its name and external 
stnicture still erists. It is this favor of the mcxiemists to Christianity 
that made themhesDes of thdr nation and due to this the mi^or part 
of the Christian worid holds them in hi^ esteem 

But the c:ase of Islam is totally diffes:ent It is a natural rdigion and 
it has come to east till the Last Day. By virtue of its old and red 
intapretetions it has the c^)abitity of marching forward with the 
researches of evoy eia Hoice sdoice has nevo: been a dango: to 
it nor wlQ it evo: be. Rafhei; we have observed that the latest 
invQitions and researches of sdoice goieraUy make its bdids and 
teachings more transpareit Hoice it has no need to oppose sdence 
and its progress nor to change its own concepts. That is v\jhy unlike 
the popes the rdigious scholars of Islam never opposed sdoice, 
because they^ know the redities exposed by Islam wiQ become 
more and more transparent with the advancement of sdoica Since 
the Muslim Ummah bdieves that Islam is the religion reveded by 
Allah it does not have to change at any time, and that is v\/hy this 
nation has dways condemned and disregarded ai^ attend 
towards making ary changes in its teachings. 

To sum up, Idam is ndther a spiritiess rdigion like Christianity to 
have any fear or danger from sdentific and technologicd 
advancement, nor its rdigious scholars 

(Ulema) have ever oppcsed sdence and technology as the Popes 
had done, ndther does it need ai^ Martin Luther, Russo or Renan 
for its survival. That is v\/hy, in the history of this rdigion, all those 
\^^o tried to amend, manipulate or mcxiemize it, got nothing but 
reproach and condemnation In the history of this rdigion, the 
advcxHtes of mcxiemsm have not been called Luther and Kdone, 
but the mcxiemists of our history are remembered by the names of 
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Musailmah, Abdullah hiii Saba, Abu Musa Mazdar, Hasan bin 
Sabbah, Qaramat Abul Fad, Faizi and Kamal Ata-Tudc Even thdr 
children would fed ashamed of their lineage with these names. The 
opponents of Luther and Kalone are mentioned with great 
disregard by the Christians. But the opponoits of mcxiennsm in 
Islam, namely Abu Bakr Sidiq (RA), All bin Abi Talib (RA), 
Ahmad bin Hambal (RhA), Mahmoud Ghaznawi (RhA) and 
Migaddid Alf Thani (RhA) are still living with their names, and as 
long as the human consdoice is ahve the names of these sacred 
personalities wQl continue to be taken with love and allegiance. It 
is a pity that our present day mcxiemists have not been able to 
undesstand the great divea:sity between Islam and Christianity, and 
as a result of this grave misundesstandrng they^ have been busy in 
abusing the scholars of Islam, calling them obscurantist, accusing 
them of ignorance for no reason We earnestly request them with 
all the weQ- wishes and heart-felt syn^jathies that they^ revise thdr 
attitude with a (xx)l mind and balanced thoughts, otheiAvise the 
course adopted by them is in no we^ boiefidal for Muslims, for 
the country and the Ummah and even for themsdves. 

1 hope and prc^ that my humble submissions leave a usdul 
inpression on them 
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CHAPTER 4 

RESEARCH OR DISTORTION? 

This article was originally adciiessed to "Institute of Islamic 
Research" wtoch was headed by Dr. Fazlur Rahman at that time, 
but ^)pUes to all modonists of our tima 

Indeed numerous judidal problems have beeu created in our time, 
and iu order to solve them it is esseutial that scholais of Islamic 
jurispudeuce and those having insist iu these mattes make 
collective efforts throu^ regular discussions, debates and research. 
ThesB are many such problems facing the Muslim world \^Mch 
recjuiro that the scholars of Islam and experts of modem science 
hold joint discussions to solve them in the light of established 
principles of Islam. The inportance and necessity of this splendid 
job is being fdt in various circles of Islamic scholars and some 
efforts are also being made at some places but due to lack of 
resources these efforts have so far not materialized into an 
organized collective forum 

The present government has formed an institute for this purpose 
after it came into power. Section 107 of our Constitution describes 
the purpose of such a body that throu^ it research on various 
religious problems be carried out on the one hand, and on the other 
hand the society msy be reformed on 'True Islamic fundamental 
values". The presidoit of Pakistan, Field Marshal Muhammad 
Ayub Khan, has writtei in his autobiogr^)hy that he had 
constituted an Advisory Council of Islamic Ideology and an 
Islamic Research Institute to advise the Govanment on our 
legislative problons, after stucfying them in the light of religion He 
stated that this would help the legislators in bringing our laws in 
harmony with the spirit of Mam. But for the practicability of these 
laws, "a thorou^ survey of the requirenents of the society is 
needed." (Frioids Not Masters, page 106). Nobody can deny^ the 
inportance and commendabLlity of purpose described here. In fact, 
this reflected the wishes of scholars of Islam and evoy one having 
an Islamic mind. Without such a move it is inpossible to change 
and mould the wom out system of the country's judiciary into 
Islamic laws. 
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But any institution, no matter how anceiie be the intaitions behind 
it and how useful be the purposes of its establishment, can not give 
beneficial results unless its system of opemtion is ri^t and its 
authorities are conpeteit to deal with its problems without bias 
and prgudice. They must have a reasonable woridng plan in their 
mincis and the way to achieve them must be just and stiai^t 
Unless these conditions are fulfilled no institution can be especfei 
to be successful. 

This is v\/hy the 'Institute of Islamic Research" has not bear able to 
justify its estabUshment so far. Several years have passed since this 
institution was formed but so far it has not only been unable to do 
some useful woric but in fact an atmosphes^e of discord and 
dissension has been created in the country. So far it has created 
problems rather than solving them, evolved difficulties for our 
scxial structure ratho: than removing them, given air to the Rowing 
fire rather than extinguishing it That is wtoy the institution wtoch 
should have beoi the centre of wishes and ambitions of the nation, 
could not gain the confrdoice of the people Living in the world of 
vain imaginations is tiving in a fools paradise Try to penetrate the 
feetings of more than a hundred mUhon population of Pakistan and 
your consdoice wQl teJl you that they do not consider this 
institution as tiieir own The so-called achievemoits of this 
Institute pinches in tiieir hearts like thomy bushes, and their lack of 
confidence is so extrene that even a rightful statement from this 
institution is looked with doubt and suspidorL 
In these lines we would like to discuss the reasons winch have 
turned an estremdy useful institution into an extrenely harmful 
and unsuccessful one, and due to winch a vesy unhealthy 
atmosphere of disnption, disputes and disturbances has been 
created 

This is not a matter of obstinacy or ar^bcxiy's personal prgudice 
rather it concerns a problem on wMch depends the survival of 
Islamic thought and Islamic way of tife, if it is not solved with 
solemnity and balanced thinking, tins nation will never be able to 
achieve the goal that led to the creation of Pakistan Hence the 
^igency of time demands that all concerned should think and 
pondo: over tins problem with a cool tenpemment disregarding 
sentimental pressures. 

In our view the main cause of failure of tins institution is that the 
people in authority could not differentiate between "Research" and 
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"Distortion". They^ have taken the two words as analogous and thus 
found sipeifluous solutions to the problems not conforming to the 
ideology of Islam at all. 

It was obligatory for the Islamic researdies:s of our time to acc^uire 
and explore the guiddines of Islam provided regarding the 
problems bdng faced by Mankind in the twentietii century. How 
can it be put into practice? How the practical difficulties in this 
way can be removed? It was their duty to have surveyed the 
Westan civilization with a view of research and criticism rather 
than counterfeiting them. They^ should have discarded the things 
that clashed with the laws of Islam, and should have suggested 
altesiiate ways \^Mch conformed to Islamic laws and at the same 
time fulfilled the legitimate needs of tima 

But the line of action of researches of the Institute of Islamic 
Research is cjuite in contradiction to this. On the one hand they^ pre- 
supposed that the thirteen hundred years old laws of Islam have 
now become wom out and outdated, and it is not possible to 
inplonent and conply with thon unless some fundamental 
changes are made in them (They^ call these changes as "New 
intaptetations"). And on the other hand it has rooted deep into 
thdr minds that ideologic^al and practical expositions of Westan 
civilization are all blessings and boiedictions, and unless Muslims 
acc:^ thon in Toto thdr survival in the present time is inpossibla 

The entire intellectual stnicture of Modonism has beai constnicted 
on the above two Iiyixitheses. As a result, the style of thdr working 
had been that any ideology or style of working from the West is 
first taken as granted to be cent per cent ri^t and there is no way 
out for us in the present time than to accept it and adopt it Their 
'Research' is then \^tolly directed towards proving it to be in 
conformity with Islam, ty resh^ing and distorting Islamic 
teachings and even by changing the established commandments of 
Islam They do not hesitate in denying the prophetic traditions, or 
write down a new dicdonary to give new meanings to the ves:ses of 
theQur'an 

This is the very style for \^Mch the word 'T)istortion" should be 
used in place of "Research". Our submission is that, if you believe 
that Islam is the natural religion, if you have faith that its prindples 
and injunctions are not the product of any human brain but that of 
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the All-knowei: Allah \^ilo is fully aware of all the needs of 
Mankind for all times to come, if you are confident that the Islam 
proclaimed by Muhammad (PBUH) contains satisfactory solutions 
to all the problems and difficulties that may arise till the Last Day, 
then you must admit that the solution to the problems of twentieth 
CQitury also lies in the same principles wMch wei^e brou^t by the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) 1400 years ago. This is, 
however, subject to the condition that you stnceiely tiy to get rid of 
the inf oiority conples \^Mch has made the West as the standard of 
righteousness in your ey^es. Once you get the courage to lift ip the 
veQ of deception of the West from your mind you will have the 
chance to undesstand the problems with full confidence It is then 
that you will discover new ways of survival in the present time 
fulfilling all the needs and demands of time on the one hand and 
save you from the unholy ways of the WesL If you follow this 
course you will be able to accjuiro the wealth of peace and 
tranquility that has never been imagined by the West. 

We mey be excused if you find our tone unmannedy but if you 
have any daim to reaUsm, be realistic in analyzing your ^proach 
While seddng the solution to your problons you have the fear of 
being called consavative or stpastitious or uncivilized by the 
West. This (X)nples: does not allow you to give a serious thou^t to 
the true Islamic virtues. You are always anxious to give Islamic 
sanction to all those things that have a label of libaalism on them. 
Mcy be that this line of action brings you some good name in the 
Western cirdes, but this is nevo: going to solve your problons nor 
will it give you the status of a Uving and free nation It is not 
sensiMa 

We may seem to etaggemte about your nx)de of action but an 
honest and realistic sdf-analysis will testify to the truth of our 
daim 

You have obsoved that the West has based its eitire banking 
systan on "Interest". This is the system \^Mch is regarded as one of 
the prominent virtues of nxxiesn dvilizatiorL So, you started 
investing all your enes:gy to make the interest pesmissible in trading 
system You never botheined to ask yoursdf if the intea^est was 
reaUy inevitable for the Banking system and \^^y cannot this be run 
on the Prindples of 'Mudaribah provided by Islam and \^^ the 
Islamic Prindple of 'Mudaribah' cannot be adopted in Banking? At 
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tbe (X)st of the opposition of the Musliin Ummah you have 
conpound iiites:ests but you never cared to find out the principles 
of intes:est-free banking \^Mch assures us more ec^uitable 
distribution of wealth. 

The "Insurance" is regarded as a symbol of civilization in the 
West. You accepted it as it was and tried to give it Islamic sanction 
by making fabricated intespretations in the Qur' an and Sunnali But 
you never knew that thesB was an easier and f aire: way of making 
some minor changes in the prevailing insurance system and thus 
bring them in conformity with the established principles of Islam, 
maldng it a more useful institution 

The Westesn countries have recently launched great canpaigns to 
preach "Family Planning". You also followed them in propagating 
it For this purpose you consumed your enei:gies to misintapret the 
laws of Islam in favor of family planning. But you never thou^t 
how China is surviving with its 700,000,000 population? 
A(xx)rding to Chu-en-lai eveiy new child brings a message of 
prosperity. In the hue and cry of the Western worid you looked at 
one mouth of a newiy bom child and fdt uneasy to think from 
w^ae to feed it? But you did not see the two hands of the child to 
work. The small country ILke Israel realized the inportance of 
population and has beai using all the means of increasing its 
population The Westemo: had said that population rise is 
dangaous for developing countries. You accepted this "sincae 
advice" and inposed birth control as a law, but you failed to see 
how Vietnam had humbled the big power like America and wdiy 
the Western countries are scared of China? Americans had declared 
that in the East they^ would give financial aid only to those 
countries \^^o would adopt the birth control. You took it as a 
synpafhetic gesture from them but you did not try to argue \^^ 
Israel gets the lion's share in aid inspite of being against birth 
control? 

You heard that polygamy is consides:ed to be a crime in Western 
countries. In order to free yourself from this blame you made the 
e5:cuse that Islam had allowed it only in some emesgency 
conditions and now it is no nx)re pecnissibla For this purpose you 
left no stone unturned in puLling and dragging the meanings of the 
verses of Holy Qur'an But did you ever try to investigate v\/hy the 
Westesness never feel the need of more than one wife? Thanks to 
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Modon Civilization and the open practice of un-registetBi 
polygamy in every hotd, ev^eiy night dub and evesy paii^ thesB is 
no need of getting oneself involved in regular family lifa The 
Westesness had publicized that polygaraists are cmd to their 
wives. You started pleading that the fundamental conception of 
Islam is to stop such a tyranny and hence polygamy is forbidden in 
Islam But you shut your e^es from the naked reality that thesB are 
inuumeiable people w^o are estiemely cruel to their sin^e wifa In 
fact the number of such people is greater. Hence this argument 
recjuires that single marriage also should be banned 

You obsQved that the WestesiieisconsidQ:Hijab(woman'sveil) as 
a vice, so you started fabricating the established injunctions of 
Islam But you never cared to think that by unveiling their womsi 
\^tat disaster the West has brou^t to their homes? Did you ever 
care to know, wtot is the cause of unabated grirf of the serious 
thinkas of the West on this issue? 

You came to know that co-education is practiced in Westan 
countries. You started advocating for it as an insignia of 
civilization, but never bothei:ed to think of the reasons behind the 
dreadful score of Amoican culture presented by Kinsey^ Reports 
before the worid? Did you ever think wdio is responsiMe for the 
evo: increasing unlawful secual relations in the young goieiEtion? 
What is the cause of the ever decreasing standard of education? 

You have read that many of the Westemas detiy^ mirades and hold 
than as siperstition Vesy obediently you also followed the 
es:ample and tried to r^ect the mirades described by the Qur'an in 
detail. As a result of this you converted the entire Qur'an into a 
poetic and met^)horical bcx)k. But you never thou^t that those 
\^^o had initially denied the mirades had also called the existence 
of G(xi as the worst form of si^jerstitiorL They had even mcx:ked at 
Propheth(X)d and Divine Revdahons. 

Furtho:, you nevo: paid any attention to the fact how r^idly the 
rrx)st recent researches of sdentific kno\^iedge are making miracles 
wove acceptable to human intellect 

Keeping all these facts in view, for God's sake, please tell us if 
fh&e is ai^ exaggeration in our assessment that you pay no heed to 
finding an Islamic and intellectual solution to these problems. On 
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the conttaiy you are always looking for the Westan ideologies. 
Whatev^es: you receive from them as pennissihle you spend aU your 
enea:gy to prove it in conformity with Mam, with no concesn to 
\^4lat damage you are causing to the Qui' an and Sunnah. When you 
notice ary signs of dislike for something on the faces of 
Westemes:s you e5:haust all your powess to declare it unlawful and 
prohibited in Islam even at the cost of giving awsy explicit 
ug unctions of the Qui' an and Sunnah 

Furtho:, it is noteworthy that so far you have taken into 
considetation only those problems \^Mch have been raised by the 
Westenies:s. You paid no heed to the multitude of genuine 
problems of our own society, and no attenpt was made to solve 
these problems. A dear etan^e of this is: You pron5)tly noticed 
the ugustice \^Mch the polygamist do to their wives even thou^ 
such incidences are rare in our scxiety, \^Me the bmtalities done 
by the monogamists are so common that hardly any family is 
devoid of it You will find innumes:able women who do not have 
CO- wives ydt fhey are leading a mises:able Ufe due to inecjuity of 
their husbands. The pli^t of such womsi does not stir your heart; 
you fed no syn^jathy for their hdplessness and make no attend to 
free them from the crud grip of thdr oud husbands? 

Your pen did not move for a sin^e word against the evil customs 
of our sodety with rdaence to marriages, dowry, Mehr, Uving 
allowances, housing and inter family rdations. Y ou made no move 
against the ddective, time- consuming and out-dated judidary 
systan, wdndi has deprived the sodety of justice In matrimonial 
mattas you could see only one thing, that is, polygamy wtodi is 
practiced hardly by 10% of people, and you consumed all your 
efforts in proving it as unlawful The reason of your serious concesn 
against polygamy is that it was initiated from the West and hence it 
sounded nx)st inportant to you, \^Me other problems being local, 
could not achieve your serious consides:ation 

Moreovo:, the problems that came to your attaition, you tried to 
solve them ty a strange method Inspite of investigating into the 
real causes of the problems you just took the easy way of finding 
tenporary and easygoing solutions. 

Due to ignorance from the teachings of Islam the (X)mmon people 
have devdoped a practice of throwing three divorces to their wives 
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on trivial mattas. This practice is absolutely wrong and 
inpesmissLble \^Mch is usually the cause of scxial disorder. It was 
essential that a wide publicity was made to educate people on 
gravity of this sin and its evil consecjuences. It was furtho: 
necessary to decide if any^ legal punishment for such a sin can be 
inposed or not? Surprisin^y, you hrou^ out the solution to this 
problem that makes a mcxtery of the entire judicial system of 
Islam Your solution was that "three" should be counted as one, 
thus giving free license to men to give as mary divorces as they^ 
could without bang ackno\^dedged as three. Is it not like a pei:son 
being beaten ty another, \^^en the oppressed man calls you for 
help you tell him "Keep taking the punishment we shall never 
accept that you had been beaten". Is this the way of freeing the 
oppressed from oppression? 

You obsaved that sometimes an orphan grandson is Idt 
unprotected after the death of his paternal grandfather. Your 
solution to the problon is to cut a portion of legacy of his pateinal 
uncles and give it to him But you failed to conceive that if it be sd; 
into practice how would you solve the problon of orphan 
nephews? Why should the^ be derived of a share in the heritage 
of thdr uncles? You also ignored the basic moral obligation that 
you cannot remove the distress of one person in the Robin Hood 
fashiorL For renoving the distress of such helpless peisons Islamic 
Law provides adecjuate relirf. These methods are explained in 
"Kitab-un-Nafqat", "Kitab-ul-Wasiyyah" sad "Kitab-uz-Zakah". If 
the rules laid down in than aro implemented propaiy they would 
be of great help to the distressed 

The above obsovations if givoi due considQ:ation, with no 
prgudices in mind, provide one with the conclusion that the 
Institute of Islamic Research and its co-workess are basically 
wrong in their vesy nxxie of thinking. As a result of it they^ have 
not only been unable to do any service to the country and the 
nation but in fact created disnption, uneasiness, confusion and 
anxiety throughout the country. How we wish that the authorities 
of this extremely inportant institute give serious, sincero and 
selfless thou^t as to how harmful and dangesDus for national unity 
is the way adopted ty them? 
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We have not made these suhraissions for supporting any^ group, but 
it is a stncesB and devoted effort to incite them on giving a serious 
and sincesB considei:ation to our ddibei:ations. 
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CHAPTERS 

NEW IISTTERPRETATION OF ISLAM 

In the previous article we had exposed one aspect of the 
modonistic school of thou^t that they^ have made the Westan 
Wc^ of thinking and Uving a criterion of ri^t and wrong. In this 
article we are making some fuiihei: submissions about the way of 
thinking and the method of argumentation of the modernists which 
are of fundamental inportance to the subject under discussion. We 
rntaid to point out the reasons wdiy^ all the efforts of our mcxiem 
researchers have led them to the path of distortion in the name of 
"research". 

Even a man with ordinary common sense knows that "Research" 
means "Search for Reality" and a researoher holds the position of a 
judga It is his obligation that without forming ai^ preconceived 
ideas and pro- drawn conclusions he should canine all the relevant 
matters thorou^y and inpartiaUy, consider' aU possible aspects of 
the problem with utmost honesty and add the wei^t of his 
judgment to the ri^t side of the argument On the contrary, if ar^ 
one seeks and searches the arguments to si5)port a preconceived 
idea or judgmoit he is certainly not the seeker of truth, nor do his 
efforts in this direction deserve to be called 'research work' . 

The duty of a research worker is not to collect arguments for a 
preddjcrmined idea but to d^emine an idea in the U^t of 
arguments. He does not drag the arguments towards his judgmoit 
but the arguments drive him towards a judgment But the process 
of working of our modernists is cjuite opposite. They^ beheve that 
arguments aro to serve a decision rather than the decision being 
depoident on argumoits. This is wtot they think is the correct 
method of research and this wtot they^ teach as a methodology of 
research They^ commonly make suggestions in their oral and 
writtai statements that 

"We want to intapret the Qufan and the Surmah in a manno: that 
it (X)nforms to the needs of our time". 

It is a clear admission to the fact that they want to bring the Qur' an 
and Sunnah to reconcile with their decisions and not make their 
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decisions to conespond with the Qui' an and the Sunnah. That is 
they will first decide as to \^tat are the needs of time and then to 
tiy and find these argumeats they wQl make such intespretations of 
the Qur'anic verses and prophetic traditions as to conform to their 
predetesmined needs of the Time This is \^tat is tamed as the 
"distortion of meaning". This way of argumentation can nev^er be 
stpported by ar^ sensible pea:son of the world If the process of 
research is allowed to move in revesse direction then theiB will be 
no way left to protect the integrity of the truth. This is because in 
this way ev^eay illogical daim can be st5)ported by argument 
Nothing in the worid would then be devoid of argument and as 
they say: "Everything can be proved by evesything". Once it is 
decided that a certain thing is to be proved throu^ the Qur'an and 
Sunnah, and for this purpose you have decided to give new 
inteapretation to the Qufan and Sunnah, it would obviously mean 
that anything found stpporting this idea would be presorted as an 
argument no matter how weak and baseless it be and evoi the 
strongest argument against it would be thrown away being 
in(X)mpatible with presait day Ufa 

You probably know that the Christian missionaries, wMe 
preaching their rdigion in the Muslim worid, always prove thdr 
betirfs through the Qur'an and Traditions before common 
Muslims. Forecanple, they Scy that the Qur* an has calledjesus, as 
"Kalimatullah" (The word of Allah) winch inpties that he was 
Allah's attribute of "Kal'am" (Speech) and the Bible of John also 
seys the sama Also, the Qur'an said that Jesus was "R'uhullah" 
(The spirit of God) winch inpties that his relation with God was 
the same as that of Soul with bociy, and the same is said ty Paul. 
They further say that the Qur'an said: "We supported Jesus with 
the holy spirit" and the same has bear mentioned in the Bible that 
the Holy Ghost was sent to Jesus in the form of a pigeon. 

In tins way they prove their concq)t of Trinity, and the tragedy is 
tiiat they prove it throu^ the Qur'an ty virtue of its "new 
inteapTelation". As for the verses of the Qur'an wMch ecptidtiy 
condemn the concept of Trinity, their "new inteipretation" is that 
these vesses condemn Trinity in the titeial and real sense of the 
word, and even the Christians accept that there is only one Gcxl, 
and these three are only the conponents of one and not separate 
gods. Also according to their "new Inteipretation" of Qur'an and 
its proclamation 'Those w^o say Jesus son of Mary is gcxi are 
Kafirs (unbelieves:s)" in fact meant to contradict the sect of 
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monophacy. Whae Qui' an has warned the Christians against the 
torment of HeQ their "new Intespretation" is that this does not refer 
to Catholics but is meant for monophasics. The Qui' an says that 
Jesus was not audfied The "new Intespretation is that. Christians 
in genei:al also believe that the thitd pesson of Trinity was not 
audfied and the Qur'an does not contiatMd; the crudftxion of his 
bocfy." 

It can be seen how the magic of "new Inteiptetation" proved all 
Christians' bdiefs to be in conformity with Islam The question 
arises "What is the difference between your new Intesptetation and 
that of the Christians?" If you have a ri^t to make "new 
Intesp^etation" of the Quran and Sunnah in order to amend the 
established laws of Islam \^^y the Christians should not have the 
same ri^it? Under \^tot rule or regulation can you reject the 
Christians' "new Intapietation"? 

One may argue that our conparison of "new Inteipi^ation" of 
modanists with the "new Intapietation" of Christians is 
es:agge:ated, but that is not tnia The readas may go through their 
articles on the subject and the tiuth of our statanent will become 
cjuite ^parent 

We come across numaous interesting "new Inteipretations" in the 
book named "Islam" writtai by the Director of Islamic Research, 
Dr Fadur Rehman According to him only three daily Salah were 
originatly made obligatory, and two more we^e added in the last 
years of the Prophd:'s life Hence their nun±>er has the possibQity 
of accepting changes. 

"Ai^how, the fact that basically there wesB three daily Salah is 
also supported by the inddence that thesB is one narration 
according to \^Mch Prophet (PBUH) has conveiled the four Salah 
into two". Aryway it h^pened in the post-prophetic em that the 
number of Salah without ar^ alteniative choice, was strictly fixed 
as five In this way the fact that the number was basically three got 
swept away in the flocxi of traditions reported in support of the 
number of five". (Monthly "Fikr-o-Nazar, vol: 5, p.259) 

This is the "new Intespretation". According to this, on one side "the 
fl(X)d of authentic prophetic traditions" \^Mch described the 
number of Salah as five from the vesy beginning of Islam is false 
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and sdf-inveQted; on the otho: side the sin^e nanation describing 
the incidence of "combining the two Salah" has been consideined by 
them as most reliable Then again the team "combining two Salah" 
has been taken to mean that the Prophet had conveited four into 
two. This is the most interesting ecan^e of the e5:pertise in the 
"new Intespretation". If you have read this narration you will 
definitely eigoy the fallacies of thought' This is the way of 
argument about \^Mch somelxxly has said," You can prove 
evoything by evesythrng." 

This is just one esanple that we have presmted If you go throu^ 
the exegeses of these mcxiemists you will come across mar^ 
"master pieces" of their "new Intesp^tations"; Wal^ (Divine 
revelations) is interpreted as the Prophet's own words; Angels 
mean water, electricity etc.; Iblis (Satan) as the fantasy; Jinris as the 
savage tribes; mankind as the civilized people; Death is 
unconsciousness, disgrace or disbelief; life means honor and 
dignity, state of consciousness or embracing Islam etc. 
If you ke^ the above es:egdic points in view you wiU know that 
we have not es:aggerated at aU. AnywEy, this was just a 
pareithesia We wanted to inpress that if we adopt the style of 
making arguments dg)endent on preconceived thou^ts evoi 
Christianity can be proved from the Qur'an itsdf, and so can be 
Judaism, ScxaaUsm and C^taUsm Adopting the same style Dr 
Pervaiz has proved Darwin's theory of evolution in his book "Ibhs 
aur 'Adam" from the Qufan Also he has daived an economic 
systan of sodaUst style from the Qur'anic phrase (Establish your 
prayas of worship). It is the same style of interpretations by wtoch 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Qacfyani had pleaded that by Damishk 
(Damascus) the Prophet had meant Qadiy'an, the Mirza' s 
headquarters. 

Thus we see that the system of modesnists is that they first fix 
some ideas themselves, label them as the edgendes of time and 
then inpose the Qur'an and Hadith through their "new 
Intesp^etation" on them. This is the vesy first brick the angulations 
of wMch has resulted in the crookedness of the entire structure of 
their views and thou^ts, and this is the fundamental reason \^^ 
their thou^ts have entea:ed the limits of 'distortion' oveslhrowing 
all prindples, rules and regulations of research and kno\^iedge 
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Thae are some rules and regulations for research in ev^oy art and 
sdenca Y ou cannot reach the correct conclusion unless you follow 
them. In the present jurispudence also "Inteipretation of statutes" 
is a conpulsory subject It has definite rules and regulations and 
unless they^ are given due considetation no intesptetation by ai^ 
legal expert can be acceptable 

In the same manner, rather more reasonable and well organized, 
are the detailed rules and regulations for 'Inteapretation of Qufan 
and Sunnah and Islamic law" that have been conpiled after 
thorou^ research, devoted attention and minute obseiA^ations. 
Hundreds of bcx)ks are available on the subject and each rule has 
been thorou^y screened Unless the Qui' an and Hadith are 
intesp^eted within the framework of these rules and regulations no 
reasonable pesson can accept them, e5:acfly as such e^iianations of 
ptesait commentators cannot be accgtei that do not conform to 
the principles of 'Inteipti^ation of statutes". 

But our modernists do not bind themsdves to any such rules in 
their inteipt^ations and (X)mmentaries due to their stanped wey of 
thinking. Thus they frecpently defy the established rules of 
intaptetation of the Qufan and Sunnah For ecanple, the 
established rule of Islamic Jurispnidoice is that proveriaial or 
allegoric meaning of any word or phrase of the Qui' an or Hadith 
woiid be adopted only wten Utaal meaning is dther impossible or 
have become obsolete in common use This is pafectly a 
reasonable rule winch can not be challenged throu^ any 
intellectual argumoit without it no dd'inite conclusion c^an ever be 
derived from anything said by anybcxfy. But this rule is profusely 
ignored ty the modesnists in their writings. Wherever they find a 
word in the Qui' an and Hadith, clashing with their concepts, they 
unhesitatingly give it an allegoric and sometimes purely 
imagtnative inteipLetation "Son" has been intespreted as 
"gi^idson"; staff turned into "argument"; death as a state of "coma 
or disgrace", "Satan" as "fantasy or illusion "so much so that 
"AUah and Messenger" have been tesmed as "centre of the 
Ummah". These are just a few ecanples. If these absurdities are all 
conpQed together a voluminous bcx)k can be prepared 

It can be said ty the mcxiemists that they do not agree with the 
rules and regulations fixed ty the Manic jurists and that is \^^ 
they do not follow them. In that case they diould have pointed out 
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those rules and given some alternate principles better than the rules 
of the jurists. Then they^ should have used their formulated rules in 
their writings. 

But we find that their rntespr^ations are not sipported by ai^ 
principle at all. At one occasion they^ break a rule and oppose it but 
at another cxx^asion they derive their argument for their new 
rntespBtation They rgect any tiadition that spears to contradict 
their views, no matter how authentic a chain of reporters it has, but 
\^^esB a tradition ^)peaLS to si5)port their views, they ignore the 
dear verses of the Holy Qur' an on the basis of a tradition \^Mch is 
weak and without support of authentic narrators. A recent e5:anple 
is the statement of Dr Fazlur Rehman in \^Mch he has said that the 
meat of an animal is lawful and peamissible to eat even if it is 
slau^tes:ed without the name of Allah pronounced on it, \^Me the 
es:plicit itgunction of Quf an is this: 



j'-'t- 



(And eat not that (flesh) ovo: wiiich AUah' s name has not beai 

pronounced) 

But since this was against the views of Dr Fazlur Rehman, he 
based his arguments on a narration of Hadhrat Aishah and on a 
sa^ng of Imam Shafi \^Mch is periii^]s the weakest argument of all 
his juristic infes:ences (as has been admitted by the scholars of 
Shafi school of thou^t), \^Mle his own view about the ^)plication 
of a tradition is as follows: 

'If a tradition tells ar^lMng that is not in conformity with the 
^parent Qufanic injunction I would attribute it to the specific 
historical em rather than to the Prophet himself". (Monthly "Fikr- 
o-Nazar, p.5 15, vol.2) 

Apart from the fact that his inference from Hadhrat Aishah' s 
narration is hi^y misleading, Dr Fazlur Rdunan should not seek 
argument from this according to his own principle cited above On 
wtot ground has he attributed this tradition to the Holy Prophd; 
(PBUH)? 

A far as Imam Shafi is concerned, the Doctor has commented 
about him as unda^ 
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"The enhghtened views and c^uick mides:standing of Imam Sh'afi 
did creeAe a mechanic system wMch undoubtedly led to 
stabilization of social and religious stmcture of our mediaeval es:a, 
but due to it we have been deprived of mcxiem thinking and 
creative intellect (Monthly "Fikr-o- Nazal", p.30, vol.1) 

If Imam Sh'afi had committed such a fundamental eiior how can 
you cpote him as authority on the validity of a religious precept? 
Does it not become ^parent from the above esanples that Dr. 
Fazlur Rehman and his coworkes:s have no set criterion for 
res'earch in their mind. Not only that they^ have not taken into 
considetation any of the established rules of Jurisprudence, they^ do 
not even f oUow the rules framed by themselves? 

ThoB can be no otho: reason for this bdrc^al of ther own 
principles that first they^ form their own views and then seek 
arguments to support thou Obviously this mdhod cannot go along 
with rules and regulations, because with evoy new idea they^ have 
to frame new regulations. If they are recpested in the name of God 
to let alone the "knowledge: and research" and r^rain from making 
the Quian and Sunnah a plaything as was done by the Jews and. 
Christians in case of Torah and Injil, such pasons are instantly 
labeled as "Obscurantists' and "Ignorant of the exigencies of time". 
Thdr judgment about them is that they are blind, to the new 
environment and have no kno\^iedge of the modon demands. 
'(Monthly "Fikr-o-' Nazal", p.731, vol.2) 

We are conscious that in response to our sincoB submissions, we 
shall also be rewarded with such titles but we are writing and wLQ 
continue to write the tmth hoping that thesB msy be a heart in 
searcii of truth that mey accept it Maybe our suggestions can 
awaken a sleeping conscience. 
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CHAPTER 6 

SCHOLARS OF ISLAM AND PAPACY 

Who should be cxjnpdeit to inteptid: and esplaiii the Quian and 
Sinmah (Prophetic traditions) and to deduce various injunctions for 
problons arising in new circumstances? What are the conditions 
and requiienents necessary for this job? We find the answers to 
these cpestions in an authentic Tradition r^x)rted by Hadhrat Ah in 
wtochhesaid: 

I said, "O messeigo: of Allah! If we are confronted with a problem 
\^Mch has not been described in the Qufan and Prophetic 
traditions, with no iigunctions in favor or against it \^tot am 1 to 
do in such a situation?" He said: 'Take advice of the jurists and 
faithful worshippess and do not enploy your individual opinion". 

The Holy Prophet (PBUH) has explicitly stated in this narration 
that two conditions must be fulfilled by a pesson \^^o wants to 
deduce laws and iigunctions from the Qur'an and Prophetic 
traditions. Firstly; he must be a jurist and secondly, he must be a 
devotee to worship. The inportance of the first condition is 
obvious because obj ectives of the Qur' an and traditions can be weJl 
conceived only by those \^^o possess vast and deep kno\^iedge, 
\^^o are fully aware of the rules laid down by the eariier jurists and 
w^o have spoit their hves in understanding the intentions of divine 
laws. SimQariy, the Prophet has made it a condition for him to be a 
devotee and faithful, that is, he must have devoted himself to the 
practices of these laws. Aryone w^o can not make distinction 
betweai permissible and forbidden in practical life and w^ose 
evoy day practices are in contrast of these laws can not 
comprehend the intaitions of Islam. Deduction of the laws is, in 
fact, the "Search for the Truth", and the Qufan states that Allah 
bestows the faculty of cognizance of the truth to the one v^Jho 
confides in it in his practical lifa It is said: 

(If you fear AUah He will give you the power of discrimination 
between truth and falsehood). (8:29) 
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This veitse has cleaiiy stated that 'Tear of Allah" is the primaiy 
condition for a sense of disoiinination between right and wrong. It 
is cjiite obvious from the above vetse of the Qufan and the 
Prophetic tradition that a reJigious and juristic solution can best be 
found by a pesson wto is a "jurist" and a "devotee" (or "Muttac^", 
that is, the one \^to abstains from evil for fear of Allah). 

Lately Mufti Muhammad Shafi, Grand Mufti of Pakistan and 
President Darul-Ulum, Karachi had summarized the same thing in 
the following words: 

"The methcxi of solving the problems not mentioned in the Book 
and the traditions is the joint consultation of jurists and devoted 
scholars of Islam Inposrng the pea:sonal and individual opinion on 
the MusLLms is forbidden." 

But for reasons unknown our mcxionists are allergic to this we^ of 
thinking. The traditional kno\^iedge of the Qufan and the Surmah 
is not considered by them as an essaitial recjuiremsit for 
intapretation of and deductions from the Qur'an and the Surmah, 
nor do they^ 'think it necessary that such a person should 
necessarily' be fearful of Allah and a devoted worshippo:. For 
some time they^ have been making loud suggestion to this effect 

'Thae should be no monopoly of religious scholars" on the 
intapretation of Quran and the Sunnah. No ipeapacy should be 
allowed in Islam No particular groip, thaefore, can be givoi the 
right of legislations. 'The inteipr^ation of the Qur'an and the 
Tradition is the ri^t of all MusLLms and not of the religious 
scholars alone" — "Religious scholars cannot be given the power 
of veto Ln the affairs of Mam", eto. , eto. 

These aro the suggestions that are expressed Ln almost atl the 
writings of the mcxiemists. As far as the Lnstructions of the Quran 
and the Traditions are concerned we have aLreacfy submitted that 
the greatest enphasis has been laid down on the fundamental 
recjuirement of knowledge and devotion for intespreting the 
religion; but it seems proper hesB to discuss real frets, that are the 
source of these misundeastandings. 
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Thdr first suggestion is: "Thae is no Brahmamsm or P^jacy in 
Islam; hence the reJigioiis scholars cannot be given the exclusive 
lights of legislations". 

Either they are totally ignorant of the real meaning of p^Hcy and 
theocracy and the iQs in them, or they are deLLb^atdy deceiving 
the sin^e people of the Ummah. Aryone having the shortest 
sense of justice and the truth can undesstand that "kno\^iedge" and 
'Tearfulness of Allah" (Tatjwa) is not limited to any race, color, 
caste or creed \^Mch one cannot achieve throu^ his efforts and 
resources. It is the name of 'Eligibility and Qualification" of a 
specific objective wMch can be achieved by everyone at ai^ time 
If setting some cpalifications for certain reeponsibilities is p^)acy, 
no section of Ufe can be said to be devoid of it The educational 
standard and moral character needed for the presidentship and 
ministeLship of a countiy would also be teamed as "ipeapacy". The 
condition of being an expert on legal affaits for a judge would also 
be another form of "p^jacy". The attainment of a law degree for 
legal acMsor or advocate should also be called p^jacy. The 
condition of having relevant acadonic degrees for teaching in a 
univasity, college or school should be ranoved The Unit of age, 
intellect and normal character fixed for cpalifying as a candidate in 
elections, should all be cancelled as the^ are diffaent forms of 
"p^jacy". But it is not so. Then how can the condition of 
"Knowdedge" and 'Tacjwa", for intapreting the Qui' an and the 
Tradition, be teamed as p^jacy? 

Anyone having a Utile knowdecJge of the teon 'P^jacy" and 
"Brahmamsm" cannot ovalook the differeices bdween the 
religious scholars of Islam and the Popes and Brahmans. 

(l)"Pope" and "Brahmans" are practically the titles of a 
specified class of color, caste and creed. Anyone outside 
these jmisdictions cannot enter into their fold despite all 
eligibilities and efforts. That is why we find dacoits and 
robbers becoming "Popes" in the history of the Christian 
chmx;h. Contrary to this, ReUgious scholar of Islam (Ulema) 
is an attribute for which there is no restriction of caste and 
creed. In the fourteen hundred years of the history of Islam 
we find religious scholars in every color or creed, even the 
slaves have emerged as great scholars of Islamic learning 
and accepted as leaders of the Ummah. The cause of their 
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(iignified status had alwc^s regained their "KnowdecJge" and 
'Taqwa" rather than their parental background. 

(2)The rehgion of which the Pope is claimed to be a spokesman 
is a religion which does not provide with guidance for the 
most important aspects of life. That is why the word of Pope 
has become the word of G od, and no one else can defy this. 
Thus he is no more an interpreter of law but a free and 
independent law-maker. Contrary to this, the injunctions of 
the Book (Qur'an) and the Sunnah (Prophetic traditions) are 
universal and the rules and regulations for their 
interpretation are prescribed and preserved in their original 
form. Any scholar saying anything against these rules and 
regulations will be rejected by other scholars on the ground 
of these principles. A number of such scholars are always 
present to check such misinterpretations. 

(3)The process of law-making and interpretation of rehgion in 
papacy ultimately ends on one man. He alone been regarded 
as the "Shepherd of the sheep of Messiah" and the Deputy of 
the founder of the church. Contrary to this, "Religious 
scholar" of Islam is not the name of any person who is the 
head of an organization, but anyone who has attained 
religious knowledge on true lines is a Rehgious scholar and 
an heir to the Holy Prophet. Hence no individual scholar has 
right to impose his personal views and whims on the entire 
Muslim Ummah. 

In the presence of such an obvious difference between the roles of 
the Pope and of the Islamic scholars any one applying the .term 
Papacy to the services of the Ulema simply exhibits his loss of 
knowledge and common intellect. 

The second demand of the modernists, is that "there can be no 
monopoly of the Ulema on the Book and Traditions. Therefore, the 
right of their interpretation cannot be reserved for religious 

scholars alone". 

Those under the charm of this propaganda are tirelessly repeating 
this slogan and do not stop for a while to think that thus they are 
making themselves similar to a person who had never seen a 
medical college but raises the objection as to why the treatment of 
diseases has been served for cpialified doctors only or like a fool 
who criticizes by saying why the experts in law and jurisprudence - 
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alone have the li^t of the intapretation of law and w^y not othas 
are allowed to do so? 

No smsLble or (X)nsdentioiis poson can evo: think on these lines. 
Howeves; if one has such an imbecile ^proach he should know 
that sny one has the right to perfonn all these duties, but to gain 
proficiency and digLbility for this you wQl have to spend years and 
years of hard work and labor, seeking the guidance from experts 
for ptactical experience, obtain degrees and diplomas and other 
related e5:perience, then, of course, you will be allowed to make 
inteapBtations. 

The most smsitive and delicate work of interpreting the Qur'an 
and the Sunnah is said to rec^uire the same process how can it be 
termed as a monopoly. Does it not require any^ one to get educated 
for it? Why the Qur'an and the Sunnah alone are (X)nsidered to be 
as pitiable as to be treated by any individual at his own will? How 
one can be given the ri^t to inteipr^ the Qur'an and the Sunnah 
wMe he has not spent even a few months in acquiring the relevant 
kno\^ie(]ga 

The^ express thdr ange: against the religious scholars all day long 
as to wdi7 they^ alone should deserve the ri^t to intepret the 
Qur'an and the Surmah? But they neve: r^ect on the amount of 
pain and labor they have undergone to accjmre this right? How in 
the two hundred years of Britidi rule in India they had remained 
the targd; of the British atrocities and aggression? With all the 
doors of livelihood closed on then by the British rule they 
prrfeied to live on meager resources and devoted themsdves to 
accoutre this kno\^iedge against all odds. They are stQl doing it 
despite the harassment from these mcxiemists. How they their eyes 
^owed in front of the dim U^t of oil laraps of day? And how they 
attenpted to shape ther lives in the nx)uld of religion? If, after all 
that the Holy Prophet (PBUH) gives them the ri^t to interpret the 
Qur'an and his Surmah, and the Muslims place their trust in them 
\^^y is this resented ty them? 

The eagerness of modenists for interpreting the B(X)k and the 
Traditions is certainly commendable; but for this they should also 
undergo the physical and mental strain needed for it They, too, 
should spend some part of ther life in trodding the roads to 
kno\^iedge of the Qur'an and learn the manners of living on that 
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ground If after that ainy one refuses to vecogmze them as 
inteap^etei: of the Qufan and the Traciitions, then their (X)n^aLnt 
against the scholars would be justified 

Undo: the present circumstances their attitude is lilce wtot the poet 
said: 

Those wto hold their life dear to them 
Should not think of going to seek his bdoveci. 

Your present state of mind has bear weJl d^icted by the pod: of 
the East, Allama Icpd., in this poem: 

The knowieclge of othess you gained is a mes^e collection as if you 

have ^owed your face with foreign cosmetics 

You have given up your dignity so much that I cannot recognize 

y ou as y oursdf / 

Your mind is chained by the thoughts of otheis and the succession 

of breaths in your throat has a f oragn source 

The tongue is yours but the speech is borrowed from others and so 

are your wishes in your mind 

The canaries wish to sing their own songs; the cypresses wish to be 

dad with thdr own foliage 

Y ou borrow the wine from otheis in your gobld- 

Even the cup you hold is not yours. 

The Prophet is grievecl and the Creator asks Am I not thesB?" But 

for you! Alas! Alas! 

Undo: these circumstances how can the Mushm Ummah oitrust 
you with the responsibility of inteipteting the Qufan and Sunnah, 
v^o, with aU their shortcomings, have saved their ideological 
entity as MusLtms. 

As for the daim that Dr Fadur Rehman has published in the 
monthly "Fikr-o- Nazal" in these words: 

'In Islam the Mushm Ummah as a v\iho\e had been doing 
legislative work and it should stQl have the ri^t to do so." 

I wish they had further darifred \^tet he meant by it Does it mean 
that evesy individual of the Ummah should be allowed to become a 
legislator Eveay iUiterate and undvilized person should be 
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entmsted with legislatioiL Or, does it mean that the Ummah as a 
\^^ole ergoys the right to select some deserving, rdiahle and 
kno\^iec3geahle pesson from among them to be entmsted with this 
sacredjob? In that case it wQl be a work of these selected people 

Obviously even the voy staunch believer in donociacy does not 
take the team demcxa:acy to mean that eveiy sin^e individual can 
intesf es^e with each and every affair of the stata In fact, they hold 
that every matter and problem is to be entrusted to the e5:pes1s of 
that field and those \^to lack knowledge in that trade have to place 
their trust on these et pests, and it is not teamed as an infringement 
of the ri^its of democracy. 

After this analysis of the ri^ts of people one can easQy conclude 
\^^o, out of one hundred and twenty mUlion people of Pakistan, are 
worthy of trust in the matter of inteipr^ation and exegesis of the 
Qur' an and the Traditions? 

Whoi any one of thon really wants to understand the Qur'anic 
injunction or prophetic tradition would he seek the help of the 
Institute of Islamic Research or ary other modernist institution or 
to those "Obscurantist" scholars ^^tom the modernists blame to 
have robbed the people of their donocratic ri^t? If the multitude 
of Muslims turn to these scholars without any conpulsion, pressure 
or legal restrictions, place their trust on thon and their conscience 
get satisfied with it \^tere does the democratic right of people gdt 
hurt Who have irgured the beliefs of the Muslim Ummah with 
their intapolation, the Ulema or these modanists is known to aU. 

Thdr last and biggest objection is on the condition of 'Tacjwa" 
(Fear of Allah, Piety, and Abstinence from evil- doings). 
According to them 'Tacjwa" like "kno\^dedge" is not essential for 
intespreting the Qufaa We do not undesstand \^tot ^p^hension 
they^ have against it According to them the conpUcation in this 
regard is: 

"The condition of 'Tatjwa" is a condition that, eveay scholar can 
reject the judgement of another scholar, because eveayone has his 
own standard for Tacjwa". (Fikr-o-NazarNov.67, p.326) 

We may be allowed to say that ignore for a \^Me your individual 
^prehension and there wiU be no conpUcation in this matter. The 
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same 'Multitude' (Jamhur) w^om they^ want to give the status of 
legislators is ecjually eiititled to decide \^Mcll of the scholar fulfils 
this condition of taqwa? Collectively the conscience of multitude 
of Muslims is nevo: wrong. Their opinion is the will of AUah. Wl^ 
should thesB be any hesitation in entmsting the j ob of intespretation 
of the Qui' an and traditions to a pei:son \^tose Taqwa is accepted 
by the multitude? 

It should be thoroughly undesstocxi that Tacjwa' is not an 
ambiguous and unsettled teen \^Mch can be given ai^ meaning by 
anyone according to his individual liMng. In Islam 'Taqwa" is a 
legal Phrase and countless religious ugunctions depend on it 
Whenev^es: it is used in a legal sense it would mean "practising the 
pomissLbles, abstaining from m^ or sins and not insisting on minor 
sins." In the phraseology of the Qur' an it is the opposite of "Fujur" 
(Apparent Sins, Immorality). The Qur' an says: 

'Then inspired it (with conscience of) its wickedness and its piety." 

Hence anyone abstaining from "Fujur" is a man of Tacjwa, and 
therefore the people shall have no difficulty in deciding about the 
pidy and devotion (Tatjwa) of a pesson With this in view, one can 
easily conceive that thesB can be no conpledty or difficulty arising 
from inposing the condition of kno\^dedge and Tacjwa for 
inteapretation, explication or e5:egesis of the Qur' an and Prophetic 
tradition" 

In the end we would again lilce to humbly request the modernists 
that the use of Stred; slogans and propaganda we^x)ns would 
neitiio: reider any sesvice to the country or the nation nor can any 
problons be solved with thon, nor would it leave any pleasant 
effect on any serious mind In the hue and cry of thdr slogans at 
the most they^ can suppress the voice of truth for a short wMe. But 
that can only affect the ears, but not the hearts. A stage does come 
w^Qi the cries become hoarse and their throats gdt dry. It is thai 
that the dignified voice of truth ovacomes with fuU force, directly 
affects the hearts and stays permanaitly thaa 



Page 55 of 92 



www.practiseislam.orcT 

www.fahmedeen.orcT 

CHAPTER? 

SCIENCE AND ISLAM 

"Is the presQit ciay research about the moon, the sun and the 
plands in acxxDrdance with the Qur' an? Thae are some people w^o 
daim that thae is no in(X)nformity bdween sdence and the Qur' an 
and the Traditions, hence evoything the sdoice presents is (X)rrect, 
wMe otheis sey that the views of sdence dash with the Qur'an 
Kindly give your conpBhoisive view and opinion about it" 
(Question by Abdul Hai, Faric^in; East Pakistan now Bangladesh) 

Answe:^ An daborate answer of this cpestion reqtrires a 
conpBhensive artida Howev^ea; 1 am presenting certain things by 
way of prindples hoping that they will be hdpfd to remove your 
doubt in this matter. 

1. First of all it must be miderstood that the purpose of sdence 
is to explore the fundamental forces which Allah has created 
in this universe. If these forces are used for the welfare and 
well being of mankind it is not only permissible but 
desirable in Islam. Rather than raising obstacles in the way 
of such attempts Islam encourages them. In this connection 
Islam only demands that these forces should be used for 
purposes that are permissible and useful in the eyes of Islam. 
In other words, science aims at discovering the hidden forces 
of universe but the correct use of these forces is told by 
religion which provides proper direction and a better 
atmosphere for such attempts. Science and technology can 
be useful to mankind only if they are used on the principles 
laid down by Islam. Nobody would deny the fact that 
whereas science can be a means of welfare and material 
progress to mankind, its wrong and misdirected use can be 
disastrous for us. The example is before us. In recent years 
science has provided mankind with the means of comfort 
and ease, but at the same time its wrong use has converted 
the whole world into the hell of turmoil and disturbance. It is 
science that invented the high speed means of travel like the 
jet planes but at the same time the science is responsible of 
creating disastrous nuclear bombs, hence true benefits from 
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it can be achieved only wdioi it is used according to the 
principles laid down by Allah. 
2. The second thing to understand is that scientific discoveries 
are of two kinds. Firstly those which pertain to human 
observation. Such discoveries are never in opposition to the 
Qur'an and the Traditions. In fact, they have helped to affirm 
the Qiu^an and traditions in many things which were 
difficult for people to understand. For example, the 
tremendous speed of the "Buraq" (The heavenly horse) on 
which the Prophet travelled from Makkah to Jemsalem on 
the night of Ascension, was regarded as unimaginable by the 
so-called intellectuals of that time. But science has today 
proved that the speed is a relative entity that cannot be bound 
to any limits. Secondly, there are some views that are based 
on conjectures and presumptions due to lack of knowledge, 
rather than observation and certainty. The scientists have not 
reached any definite conclusions on these matters so far. 
Such findings sometimes are opposed to the explicit views of 
the Qur'an and the traditions. In such situations the most 
proper way is to maintain firm faith in them without making 
new interpretation to the Qur'an. The scientific researches 
that clash with them should be regarded as yet inconclusive 
due to lack of knowledge about them. The more scientific 
knowledge keeps growing the more it will help to expound 
the realities described by the Qur'an and the traditions. For 
example, the scientists think that the "sky" has no physical 
existence. Obviously this hypothesis is not based on 
observation and definite proof but on the assumption that 
they have not been able to get any trace of the existence of 
the sky hence they do not accept its existence. In other words 
this hypothesis is based on "non existence of knowledge" 
rather than "knowledge of non-existence". Hence we, the 
believers in the Qur'an and the Traditions, assert with full 
confidence that this hypothesis of the scientists is not 
correct. According to the Qur'an and Tradition the skies do 
exist but due to its lack of knowledge science has not been 
able to discover it. If scientific knowledge continue to 
increase it is cjuite possible that the scientists realize their 
mistake and they accept the existence of the skies, just as 
they have accepted many other things which they had been 
denying earlier. The problem is that the tendency of looking 
everything in its own perspective is gradually fading away 
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from our miiids. Whoievea: the inportance of certain things 
domLnates our miiid we find it difficult to renain within 
bounds. UndoubbecJly, science and technology is vesy useful 
and is an essential branch of learning, and in the present 
times it is an inevitable rec^uirenent for the Muslim Ummah 
to suLviva It is not possible to attain their due place in the 
world today without sdenca But this certainly does not 
mean that ary l^^thesis prodaimed ty a scientist based on 
coigectuies and individual ideas should be accepted as true 
and given the status of Divine Revelation (Wal^) and the 
door of inteapolations and altes:ations in the Qur'an and the 
Sunnah be opened, or doubts and suspicions be given air on 
this basis, particulady \^ten it is often obses:ved that 
scientific views and theories are changing eveiy day. 
3. It must be remembered that the case of Islam is cjuite 
different from that of Christianity. The latter did not have the 
very force and spirit to stand against newly arising needs and 
scientific discoveries of man. Hence science threatened it as 
a great danger. Thus, in order to uphold the prestige of the 
church, it was essential for Christianity either to oppose 
scientific achievements or make amendments in the religion 
itself. In the beginning the Roman Catholic Church adopted 
the first course. Having full power and authority on the 
people, the scientists, like Galileo, had to face tremendous 
punishments. But when the authority of church was made to 
lose its grip they had no altematives than to make new 
interpretations and fabricate the religion itself. Hence the 
scholars of modemism adopted this way. It happened 
because the whole edifice of Christianity was erected on 
extremely urmatural and baseless grounds. Islam is a 
different religion. It is the natural religion and no sensible 
argument can challenge it. It is fully capable of fulfilling the 
needs of the time and to satisfy the demands of new 
circumstances without making any changes in the religion. 
Our belief is that the truth of Islam will flourish more and 
more with the advancement of science and scientific 
knowledge, provided that its point of view remains scientific 
in the real sense of the word and it does not give its 
conjectures the status of certainty and observation. 
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This is wtot the religions scholars of Mam think. It inplies that 
evesything must be l(X)ked in its tme perspective It will not be 
wise to cross the limits misled by sentimental slogans. 
How stiange it is that due to this mcxies:ate and absolutely 
reasonable attitude some people are constantly propagating that the 
scholars of Islam are opposed to science and technology and they 
do not ILke ai^ progress in this field We can only prsy to 
Almi^ty AUah to bless them with common sense. Ameen. 
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CHAPTERS 

THE CONQUEROR OF SPACE 

In the last few years the histoiicBl achiev^eiieits attained by 
Ameican scientists in the fidd of spac^e technology, particulady 
the inddoit of man's landing on the moon, has attracted the 
attrition of the entire world Undoubtedly, the amazing joumey of 
ApoUos in to space has presented a wondeiftil e^posme of human 
intdlect The success achiev^ed by them is ettiendy valuable and a 
historical marvd from the sdoitific point of view. They have 
indeed demonstrated the bluest accuracy of mathematical 
calculations and technological inplementation of the sdentific 
ideas. They^ are able to make prediction of extraordinary 
drcumstances. 

The first time man has es:amined the uxxm from so near throu^ 
these spacecrafts. If a century ago somebcxfy daimed that mail had 
reached the m(X)n by flying in the space or that he had seen the 
earth rising from the horizon of the m(X)n, it would have been 
considered a fabulous Story of the Arabian Nights. It is a reality 
today. 

Evoy phase of this joumey^, right from the "take off' of the 
spacecraft to its successful landing on the earth, is an ^tremdy 
amazing feat for the common man From the 
Purdy sdentific point of view this joumey is an adnevonent that 
can nev^er be forgottai But this is only one side of the Picture 
(Taking in view the aid result of this wondoful j oumey^ reminds us 
of an inddent that occurred at the time of Caliph Haroon-al- 
Rasheed 

It is stated that a certain pason sought the permission of the Caliph 
to present an astonishing performance in his court When the 
permission was granted he erected a needle upright on the floor and 
himsdf stood at some distance with a few needles in his hand 
Thai he took one of those needles in the other hand, aimed at the 
needle on the floor, and threw the needle in his hand toward it 
People saw that this needle passed through the ey^e of the needle on 
the floor He repeated this performance sev^ea^l times and never 
missed the target ev^en onca 
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On seeing this astonishing feat the Caliph ordes:ed, "Give htm ten 
ciinars, and punish htm with ten lashes!" The courtiess asked for an 
^planation of this equally astonishtng reward. The Caliph saicl 
"He gels tai dinars for his accuracy of aim, truthfulness and 
ambition, as a reward. But he wiQ get ten lashes as a punishment 
for spending his c^)abilities in a thing that is of no benefit to ai^ 
one materially or spiritually." 

This inddoit of the prudoice and wit of Haroon-al Rasheed is fuUy 
^plicable to the space-race of the present times. In fact one feels 
obliged to commend and praise the scientists on the remarisable 
feat of landing on the uxxm wto have set unique records of their 
technical and intellectual skiQ and their courage and enduranca 
But \^^en we see how much mental, financial and pl^sical energy 
of mankind has been spent on this and wtat did humanity receive 
in return, this very achiev^onoit becomes an intanational crima 

Since theiB are sev^eial misundeistandings popledng in the minds 
of the people we would discxtss the matte: in some detail. 
Thee is a groip of sinple people w^o think that all these attend 
to conquer moon and space are contradictory to the views of the 
Qufan and the tradition and (God forbid) they^ are a chaUoige to 
the authority of God So much so that, some people have beai 
heard Scying, purdy out of love for Mam, that all the news about 
landing on the moon are fictions and the^ cannot be relied uapon. 
But the fact is that if the scientists of America or Russia or any 
otho: country reach the moon or mars or any otho: pland;, it does 
not in any way dash with the Qur' an and the tracMtions, nor does it 
affect the stpreme authority of Gcxi ThesB is not a single vesse of 
the Qur'an or narration of the Prophet \^Mch denies the ascent of 
man to mcx)n or Mars or any other planet 

On the contrary, if those travelling in the space keep their ey^es 
open to realities they wQl find clear signs of the truth of the Qur'an 
and the tracJitions. They^ will obsesve with their naked ey^es the 
realities of mai^ Islamic concepts \^Mch are made more 
conpBhensiMe throu^ the progress of the sdoitific kno\^iedge, 
and \^Mch w&e previously mcxied at ty the blind foUowess of 
Rationalism. For instance, the description of the incredible speed of 
the 'Buracj* in the Holy Traditions, with reference to the 
Ascension, was regarded as fairy-tale by the so-called pioneess of 
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rationalistiL But the astronauts of tcxiay have drded around the 
world in less than an hour and thus proved that speed is something 
that can not be confined to ai^ limits. So \^teQ the American 
sdeatist and astronauts can ednbit such an astonishing si^jer speed 
through the limited po\ves:s of their mind v\/hy can't the unlimited 
power of the Cherishes: and Sustainer (AUah) of this univesse give 
even a higher speed, to any of His deatmes. 

In short we have firm belief, and theiB is nothing to shake it that 
man is bound to salute and acknowledge the realities of the Qur* an 
and the Sunnah with the ever increasing progress of sdoice and 
technology, if, of course, he remains within lire bounds and does 
not daim his calculations to be sdentific obsesvations. The religion 
brou^t by the Holy Prophet Mohammed (PBUH) is not like the 
religion of Christianity \^Mch should be fri^teaed by the progress 
of sdenca This is the rdigion winch is the most symmetrical with 
human natureL It had openly proclaimed fourteen coituries ago 
that 

"We shall soon show them Our signs in the horizons and within 

themsdves, untQ it becomes clear to them that this is the Truth". 

(HaMimAsS^dah: 53) 

Imam Razi has cpoted earlier commeatators to sey that the 'signs 
in the Horizons' means the wondas of the skies, moon and stars 
and the donsits. The phrase 'We will show our signs" means that 
these wondas have no limits. Thus Allah wiU continue ediibiting 
new wonders in evoy aa of time. 

On the other side theiB is a groip among the Muslims wiio are so 
much dazzled with the grandeur of sdence that they see nothing 
more valuable, more inportant and worth following than throwing 
rock^ on the planets. The ovaawed tone and longing with wtoch 
these people talk of this type of sdoitific advanconent gives an 
inpression that for them the most fortunate and ecalted and 
beadactor of mankind is the nation that has paformed this 
wondrous feat and most deprived are those w^o have lagged 
behind in this "sacred" raca 
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You must have heard people saving "the world has enti:^)ped the 
moon and planets but the MusUms are still entangled in the 
problems of Salah, fasting, marriage and divorce" This expression 
actually depicts the same mentality that the Western nation has 
surpassed aU other nations in eveiy walk of life by inventing the 
rockete and satellites, and hence the solution to aU our proliems 
must be sought by following the footsteps of the WesL 

In fact both these tieids are dangoDus. We have no hesitation in 
ackno\^dedging that this is an amazing achievement and from the 
scientific point of view, it is a great success of man But the 
cpestion arises whether this "achievement" was worth attenpttng 
in view of the price man had to pay for it? ThesB are many^ \^to 
take pleasure out of the success of space explorations but vesy few 
know \^tot cjuantity of wealth was speit in each of these space 
joumey^s? The expeises incuired on Apollo-8 wero one trillion and 
tweity bQUon npees (Jang, Karachi, 14 January 1969). This 
amount was ecjuivaleit to at least twenty annual budg^ and six 
years of national income of Pakistan In other words the amount 
speit by Pakistan in twenty years and the money earned by 100 
million people of Pakistan in six years was spent on only one space 
journey. It is the amount spent only on the joumey of the Apollo-8. 
The journey of ApoUo-lO must have cost far more money than the 
Appalo-8. It is equal to the money that could be speit by Pakistan 
in 80 years. 

The cpestion arises can it be the act of anyone having the sli^test 
compassion for mankind to spend billion and trillions of rt^^ees in a 
space journey in a worid \^^esB people are massacred by hunger 
and poverty, \^^ere millions of people are begging for a loaf of 
bteatl, \^^ere countless people die for not being able to get the 
medicines recjuirod for their ailment, \^^ere about half the 
population remain deprived of education facilities? In America 
itself wMch has the "honor" of pesf oming the "great achiev^ement" 
a report was published in the same month in \^Mch one trillion and 
twenty billion npees wero spent on Apollo-8, that one out of evey 
nine persons is destitute, and that: 

'Poverty is the greatest material problem of today" (WeeMy 
'Time" NewYork, 24 January 1969, p 29) 
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This huge ecpendituLe on the useless probe of space in a cxDuntiy 
hke America cannot be justified for a nation w^o daims to be 
synpafhetic to mankind It seems that Sa'adi had been atidressing 
the astronauts of today w^en he said: 

Y ou have wdl solved the problems of the earth 
That you are going to play with the heavens. 



If a man from the East tries to show the otho: side of the picture of 
space-race, it may be said that he is seying it due to his j ealousy for 
Westan advancemoit Hence we presait the (X)mments of a 
renowned historian and thinker of the West itself on this subject A 
very thou^tful article of a distinguished historian and philosopher 
of En^and Dr Amold Tyne Bee has been published We are 
presenting hei:ewith a summary of its escespts from Pakistan Times 
of 6tL January 1969. After admitting the wondrous feat of space 
achiev^ements he writes: 

"Even today 10% or 20% of American population conprises of 
indigent people L(X)king at the worid as a \^toIe only one third of 
its increasing population is such as is getting proper f(X)d Hence 
utilization of the economic resources of maridnd is in the f(X)lish 
pursuits of es:ecting the Pyramids of Egypt or landing on the mcx)n, 
\^Mch, in themselves, are included in the list of the crimes. 

'The worid of today is involved in three wars. Individual strikes 
are getting frecpoit students are protesting evoywdiere and 
diffaeit Wcys of terrorism are being adopted AU this is h^pening 
undo: the disgraceful feeling that use of force is the only way to 
attract attention of people \^ilQl one is offended 

'People of Russia and Amoica had beai congratulating each otho: 
on thdr space achievemoits althou^ the main cause of this 
"sttpdity" had beai their own rivalries. If these two political 
powas had not been in combat with each other on the small pland; 
of Earth this "stupidity" would not have occurred 
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"From the veiy early dc^s of history of humaii activities, the 
technical advancemesit and moral degradation of man are 
becoming inseparahla The history of our science and technology is 
iadeed a wonderful 'Tale of achievements" but the history of our 
mutual relations has been proved to be a story of grirf and regrets 
on our failures. This is the moral "g^" wMch after 1945 A.D. has 
widened to the extent that it has opened a vast charaid for disaster 
to enter." 

'In this atomic age, the priority must be givoi to save ourselves 
from the crime of wasting the lives of other human beings. For this 
it is essential that a Sip:eme government be fom^ on the 
univessal level and aU local govesiunents be placed under it But 
this is becoming even more difficult than landing on the rrx)on 
because at present Nationalism has become as sacred as an idol. To 
part with a false ddty needs a greater (X)in:age and bravoy in this 
worid than is needed by the astronauts. 

"Nett in the list of priority comes making df ective arrangements 
to produce food for the population on this earth. We do not know 
the extent to \^Mch the worid population would have gone by the 
time the movemoit of family planning gains popularity througjiout 
the worid However we do know that we should not waste a single 
rrxDmsit to increase the si5)ply of food The fast moving 
technological progress should equally speed uap the productivity in 
evoy field 

'These are the two most inportant targ^ before mankind wMe 
space advQitures can not be of any savice to any of them 

"Hoice the fact is that conquering of space is an absolutely 
wasteful ecerdse, and by spending our enes:gies in this direction we 
are intentionally inposing on ourselves huge economic Uabilities. 
We cannot and should not ignore our economic problems at a time 
\^^en the human race is heading fast toward starvatiorL 

"As to the cpestion that in case we put the space program at the 
bottom of our agenda and delete the preparation of war from it 
\^tat alternate use of the scientific kno\Uedge of our inventors be? 

'The question has already been answes:ed by the J^)anese 
government The researches of our scientists should be directed to 
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es:plore the resources hiddoi in the sea instead of wasting them in 
space and war stiategies. 

"The sea is within the reach of man as against the nearest pland; 
from the earth. Two-tMrd area of our planet is water and it is a 
huge treasure of the unknowQ resources. It has been estimated that 
there exists the greatest store of natural resources in the sea \^Mch 
remains yet unexplored 

"This is a vast fidd of research for man and ra addition to 
satisfying the desire for research it may also provide a surety that 
the population will not die of starvation even if it iacreases ten-fold 
of the curreat population 

"A yeJlow female fish lays one miUion eggs during its life span, 
but under ordinary circumstances only three fully growa fish can 
be produced that would be c^)able of laying further eggs. But 
w^Qi J^jan's "sea-farmers" tried to oihance the abQity of these 
eggs aHfidaUy and nurtured the stock of eggs and protected then 
from other animals it resulted ia the production of 100,000 fish 
from the eggs of one fish 

"Whoi ApoUo-S returned after its victorious fli^t 1 received a 
tel^)hone call from across the Atlantic a few hours afta: it, 'T)o 
you think this is a rev^olutionary iaddoice in the history of 
manldnd?" 

My answa: was 'NO' . 

"My answo: could have beoi Tes' if the news of that day had 
beei that humanity has suddenly regained its consciousness and it 
has formed a universal central state, and their researcheis have 
discovered from the depth of the sea things that can be used ty 
mankind for its collective purposes." We have yet to achieve this 
revolutionary aim, and for that the first step of the worid powers 
should be to divert their resources towards the collective 
advancement of human beings instead of wasting them in space 
adventures and war we^x)ns. If this is achieved the population of 
the entire worid can be brou^t to the standard of living now 
enjoyed ty 80% of American peoples. 
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'This will indeed be a 'Revolutionaiy incidence' but this will not 
be achieved throu^ technology alone If one wants to re^ fmits 
through the power of technology the essential condition for it is a 
spiritual revolution This spiritual suigesy is our drte need and 
without it all our recoitly discoves:ed material resources would be 
useless. Even if we land on the uxxm without the spiritual revival 
the dust and ashes obtained from there will mock at our spiritual 
bankruptcy from \^Mch we could not get our motheriand rid of. " 

In this article Dr Tyne Bee has made a wise diagnosis of the 
disease, and if you give a little thou^t you will know that the root 
cause of this disease is that the people tracking the heavenly bcxlies 
have no definite aim or any etalted motto of life. All the ways of 
their struggle have been lost in their childish desire of surpassing 
otheas. The result is that they^ have not been able to utilize thdr 
unlimited c^)abilities for conquo: of this universe that could lead 
mankind to the goal of peace and tranquility. All tiieir oiergy is 
being spent in combating with each otho; in surjjassing or 
defeating each other; and in this strug^e they^ have ovaiooked 
\^tat great harm they have inflicted on themselves. 

A race between the two parties, no matte: how fast and speei^ it is, 
cannot be of any boiefit to humanity if it is not in the ri^t 
direction Tyne Bee was ri^t in saying that spiritual surgery was 
needed to take full advantage of sdoica But wtet he does not 
know is that such a surgical treatmeit cannot be possible without 
submission to the greatest bend'actor of mankind, Muhammad 
(Peace of Allah be upon him) wto had made the return trip to 
heavQily destination far beyond the Moon, Mars, Venus and Pluto, 
and wMch is bey^ond the scientific imagination Instead of directing 
his f olloweis to conquer the nxx)n he asked them to conquer the 
hearts and souls of the people Unless the worid kneels down to his 
feet and seeks guidance from Him, it will never be able to accjuirc 
peace and tranquility, thou^ it may launch numerous artificial 
satellites or plant its flags on the nxx)n or Mars or ar^ other 
planets. After the landing on the m(X)n all further advancement of 
science in this direction will prove more disastrous for mankind 
and only add to the uneasiness and darken the clouds of suffering 
and distress over the mankind 

The great philosopher-poet of the East has ri^tly said: 
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"The one, \^to is se^ng the paths of heavedy bociies, cxjuld not 
travd in the world of his own thoughts. He c^jtuied the rays of the 
sun, but (X)iild not turn his night into the dawn of life. He was so 
much involved in the perplexities of his logic that he remains 
unable to decide bdween the gain and loss." 
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CHAPTERS 

ISLAM AND THE CONQUER OF THE UNIVERSE 

The Holy Qui' an has expounded the fact in many places that the 
entile iinivei:se has been created for mankind and evoy particle has 
been placed for the service of human beings. It stated: 

"He is (Allah) Who created for you all that is in the earth." (2:29) 

"And He (Allah) has subjugated to you all that is in the heavens 

and all that is in the earth, altogether from Him. Surely in that are 

signs for a people \^to reflect " (45: 13) 

In these VQ:ses \^Me describing His bounties Allah has made 
subtle indication that since all these things have been created for 
Man it is Man's duty to get knowledge and explore them by 
^plying his logic and wisdom bestowed on him by Allah, for the 
bendit of Maridnd. He should put to his use all resources that 
Allah has stored in the universa There are two kinds of bounties of 
Allah created in the univesse. The things that are genesal \^Mch 
man uses in his life, yet there are some bounties \^Mch can be 
accjuired by the use of kno\^iedge and wisdom. The Quf an said: 

"Have you not seai how Allah has subjugated to you \^tot^oevQ: is 

in the heavens and \^ilatsoever is in the earth, and He has peif ected 

His blessings on you, (both) open and hidden?" (31:20) 

In other words, Allah has indeed subjugated the univesse to Man 
yet it does not mean that he shall get all these blessings without 
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striving for them and using physical and mental talents for 
achieving them 

At another place the Holy Qui' an said: 

"Allah is He wdio has subjugated the sea to you that the ships me^ 

saH thiou^ it by His command, and that you may seek of His 

bounty and that you may offer thanks." (Q.45: 12) 

In this verse the cause for subjugation of sea has been described as 
providing it as a means of seeking Allah's blessings and bounties. 
In the Qur'an "seeking Allah's bounty" genes:atly means "striving 
for eaming the livelih(X)d". Hence, one meaning of this vesse msy 
be that mankind has been given authority and power of navigation 
on the sea so that they^ may trade thiou^ it Some commentators 
have, however, stated that "seeking Allah's bounty" in this verse 
does not mean trade but research and e5:ploration of countless other 
bounties that He has created in the sea The vease then means: "We 
have subjugated the sea for you after creating in it innumesable 
useful tliuigs so that you may seek for them and make use of 
them". Thus, every now and then the discoveries of modon 
science are making it ^paieit that the treasures of mineral and 
botanical products hiddoi in the sea are far more than those on the 
earth. 

The Qur'an has explicitly pointed out at various places that evoi 
new bounties of this universe wiQ gdt exposed as oftai as man 
would march forward in the wey of research and exploration For 
es:ample, wdiae the Qur'an has msitioned horses and mules as 
means of transport, it has further pointed out that in future there 
will come out such means of transport wtoch man did not know at 
that stage 

"(Allah has created for you) horses, mules and donkeys that you 

may ride on them, and (in future) He wQl create such things winch 

as yd; you don't know." (16:8) 
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In this manner the Qur'an has pointed out to all kinds of means of 
communication to be invented tQl the Last Da^. 

At another place it said: 

"We shall show then Our signs, in the univase and also in thdr 
selves untQ it is clear to them that this (Qui' an) is the Truth." 

(53:41) 

This vetse signifies that the exposition of Allah's attribute of 
creation wiQ never cease to create The new blessings and 
productions will keep spearing in every ea of time till the Last 
Day. 

Mai^ more statements from the Qur'an and prophetic traditions 
can be produced on this subject, but even if these few veises aro 
positively reflected ip)n, the reality wiU be exposed as broad 
daylight that if access throu^ research, investigation, experiments 
and discoveries is made to the hidden powers of univesse with 
rightful intentions and ri^itful methods, it is not condemnable in 
the e^es of the Quran, it is desirable And not only has Islam not 
laid down any restriction on such scientific expeiments, it has, in 
fact, encouraged then This is the reason wdiy^ Muslims have Idt 
lasting in^jressions of their sdeitific endeavors winch wiQ 
continue to seve as guidelines for mankind. 



However, it must be remembered that the concept of concpering 
the univeise as presented ty Islam is cjuite different from the 
mateiaUstic conc^t of the West The West has also undertakai 
the task of concpering it, and indeed in the last few years they have 
attained extraordinary successes in this field But the first and 
fundamental diffei:ence of Islam with the West is that ther 
restricted material visualization of things has derived them of 
seeing the vast world beyond matter. Hence \^totever new 
inveitions aro made ty them are regarded as the fruits of their own 
power, intellect and labor They do not perceive the active hand of 
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the Creator or Master behind these cMscoveries. But the vision of 
Islam sees things beyond the investigations, esperimeats and 
discoveries and it obseiA^es the suptene powo: of creation of Allah 
behind them Allah has subjugated the eatire univesse for mankind 
on one hancl and on the other hand He has bestowed man with the 
intellect, wisdom, power and enesgy through \^Mch he has been 
able to dominabe the forces of this univeise Hence the teaching of 
Islam is that after the success gained in the process of subjugation 
of univesse he should kneel down before his Creator and Master in 
humble submission rather than be proud and arrogant It is Allah 
\^^o awarded him with the honor of ruling over the oitire unives:sa 
According to the Qur'anic teaching the call of a true Muslim on 
such (x^casions is: 

"Glorified be He Who has subjugated (all) this to us and we 
ourselves wesB not c^)able to do it And surely to our Lord we 

shall return" (43:13) 

The second fundamental difference between Islam and the West 
with regard to the conquering of the univesse is that the ultimate 
object of the Westesn efforts in this direction is the conquedng of 
the uni vesse itself. 

A(xx)rding to then], the aim of a man's Ufe, is nothing more than 
gaining the maximum benefit and pleasure out of the universe and 
depart from this worid Contrary to this, subjugation of the 
univase, in the eyes of Islam, is not the final aim by itself; but it is 
a means to achieve the goal, and only a milestone on the path of a 
man's destination The Islamic point of view is that Man g^ the 
right to utilize the savices of this univase only wdien he fuLfiQs the 
purpose of his creation and discharges his duties rightly and 
sincaely. Almighty AUah has not subjugated this univase to man 
without purpose and the purpose is that man should perform the 
duty inposed on him with precision and honesty. This duty is 
worship and submission to AUah 

Allah said: 
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"And I have not creeAied the Jinn and mankind but to worship Me". 

(51:56) 

The third fundamental differeice between the West and Islam is 
that any new force or power wMch man comes to possess as a 
result of his stmg^e for dominating the universe can be ^pUed or 
used for any purpose that is allowed by human reason But Islam 
teaches that the purpose of its use is detesmined by Almighty AUah 
w^o has bestowed that power to man, hence these inventions and 
discoveries can be used only for the objectives penritted by Him 
Whoi man detennines ty himself the purpose without the guidance 
of Divine Revelations these bounties of the univase may 
somdimes lead him to the path of destruction instead of giving any 
bendit to mankind This results in the fact that despite hoisting his 
flag on the moon and Mars his own life seans to fall into the abyss 
of darkness. Thus the Islamic concept of subjugation of universe is 
more universal and conpidiensive than that of the West, and more 
bendrdal for Mankind 

May Almighty Allah give us the abQity to recognize its true values 
and to practice them in the ri^t direction (Ameen) 
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CHAPTER 10 

IJTEHAD 

In the year 1404 A.H a convQition of Ulona (Rdigious scholars) 
was hdd in Islamabad undo: the auspices of the Minisby of 
Rdigious Affairs, Pakistan In the open session of this convention 
the presidoit of Pakistan, Gen Zia ul Hacj, was also presmt One 
of the topics of this convoition was "How to start the process of 
Ijtdiad in the countiy?". The extempore speech of the Editor of Al- 
Bala^ given on this occasion has now been published in a booMd; 
by transcribing it from the T^)e-recorded speech \^Mch is 
reproduced bdow. 

Mr. President distinguished audience, As-salam-oAlaikum. 

I (X)nceive that the recommmdations submitted by the four 
committees of this convoition in this short time are promising and 
encouraging. When this program was bang announced yesteiriay it 
was not expected that such soUd recommenciations could be 
prepared in such a short time. But, on the \^^ole, the 
recommendations prepared by all the four committees are veay 
commendable and encouraging. Evesy pesson had to be a member 
of one of these committees thes^efore a member of certain 
committee did not get a chance to express his views before other 
committees. I, thaefore, seek to es:press my views with regard to 
the problons that weiB discussed by the (X)mmittees that did not 
have me as a member. 

The committee wtoch dealt with the weys and means to oihance 
the speed of Islamization, \^Mch is the real object of this 
convQition, has done a remarkable job. I fully oidorse eveiy word 
of the recommendations by this (X)mmittee and also request that 
they^ should be given thorough considaation and be es:amined with 
aU their intaitions and spirits and immediate action should be 
takoL 

Similarly the recommoidations made by the Unity and Consonant 
committee are also vesy oicouraging and in fact, if they^ can be put 
to practice they^ will play a vesy effective role in checking the 
epidemics of disunity and disnption. 
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Just now I want to ctew your attention to the third committee 
\^Mch has been formed in connection with the process of 'Ijtehad", 
and its recommenciations have been presented by Moulana 
Muhammad Malik Kandhalvi and 'Allama Syed Muhammad Razi 
Mujtahid Since this gathering is, more or less, a representative 
gathering of Ulema (Religious scholars), I think the decisions taken 
here will have a far reaching effect Hence 1 wish to state that 
contraflicting misundes:standings are present about "Ijtehad" in our 
society at present As a result at times we notice an extreme degree 
of inactivity and at otho: times an equal degree of over activity in 
this field 

In my opinion, and this is not n^ individual or exclusive opinion 
but it is derived from the Qur' an, Hadith and verdicts of jurists of 
Islam, that "Ijtehad" is like a double- edged sword If it is propaly 
undastood, and used within its limitations of fulfilling the 
conditions laid down for it, this can be a source of great treasure of 
Islamic laws and a matte: of great pride for the nation But if it is 
allowed to be wrongly used by inc^)able pasons it wQl result in 
creating false conceits and irreligious movonents as we read in the 
books like 'Al-milal Wan-Nahi' . Those views and claims had thdr 
sway for somdime but now they^ es:ist only in the pages of andoit 
books. 

The same Ij tehad can be used to find practical we^s for the Muslim 
Ummah, and the same can lead to such ridiculous intapretations as 
were advanced in our country. The Quf an said: 

"And as the thief, man or woman, cutoff the hands of botL" (5:38) 

This Qur'anic vose was intespreted that "thief man and thirf 
woman" means "c^talists"; and "cut off their hands" signifies 
'TSIationalize thdr industries". This intespretation has not been 
made by a person of ordinary litemry status, butby apersonof our 
country \^ilo is, st^posed to be a renowned intellectual. 

Similariy, in this country it has beei expounded through Ijtehad 
that "intei:est" is not forbidden, and that intoxicants are also 
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peamissiMe. It is through the same type of Ijtehad that they tried 
evesy evil of Western Civilization to make pemissiMe; and it is 
throng this that an endless chain of reJigious manipulations has 
been started 

It is in this contest that I have called it a double-edged sword. If it 
is not used with necessary precautions and some one starts 
attenpting it without having the required proficiency he would 
opoi the door to distorting the rdigion, and would lead to extreme 
degree of misleading conceptions. 

Some people think that 'Tjtehad" allows taking a decision throu^ 
personal opinion in rdigious matters. This must be fully 
undesstocxi that this practice has never been regarded as "Ijtehad" 
in Islam The one w^o considers it as 'Tjtehad" has in fact faUoi 
into great oior. The door of "Ijtdiad" had been opened by the Holy 
Proidiet (PBUH), and the Hadith reported by Ma' az bin Jabal has 
made it dear 

The Prophet asked Ma'az "How wiU you decide on a thing not 
found in the Book of AUah?" He r^Ued, "I wiU follow the 
Prophetic traditions (Surmah). The Prophd; thai asked, "What 
would you do if you find nothing in Sunnah?" He r^ied, I wQl do 
"Ijtehad" with my personal opinion" It is cjuite ^parent from this 
Hadith that theiB is no room for 'Tjtdiad" in mattas explicated ty 
the Qur'an and the Sunnah If someone attenpts Ijtehad in such 
mattas it wiQ not be called "Ijtehad" but fabrication or distortion 

If 'Ijtdiad" could be pomitted in mattes wtere explicit 
irg unctions from the Qur'an and Hadith are present thesB was no 
need for the advent of Prophets and Messengess. The purpose of 
Wal^ (Divine Revelation) was that the ri^t way be shown to 
peopie throu^ Wahy in matteis w^esB Man cannot make the 
correct decision throu^ his intellect Had it been an open fidd for 
evesyone, to do as he or she thinks proper thes^e was no need to 
follow the Qur'an or Prophetic traditions. It would have been 
suffident to say that people should lead thdr lives according to 
therr pessonal likings, opinions and reasoning as the time and 
circumstances demand This misundea:standing must be removed 
about the ^)pUcation of Ijtehatt and wtotever resolutions are 
passed must fully obeeiA^e tins point 
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Somdimes, howevo:, "Ijtehad" is not taken as a freedom of 
opinion to prevail over the Qufan and tradition, but \^tenever the 
process of "Ijtehad" is discxissed an inpression is given that the 
Qufan and traditions have been revealed to us for the first time 
and no work has been done in the field of intespretation and 
e5:planation for all these fourteen hundred years and that the 
meanings deduced by us throu^ personal reasoning shall be 
'Ij tehad" that must be rn^emented 

This concq)t is sometimes deLLberately propagated \^Mle the fact is 
that we are not living in a vacuum but we are living in an em \^Mch 
has the background of fourteen centuries of laudable efforts in the 
field of Quf anic learning by renowned conpanions of the Prophet, 
their followes:s, religious scholars, jurists of Islam and devoted 
personalities of the Ummah. They^ have spent their lives in 
devotion to the cause of es:egesis of the Qui' an and intapretation 
of the Prophetic traditions, aid the sacrifices they^ have made for 
this cause are beyond our imagination- They^ had to go throu^ the 
troubles of starvation and rou^ clothing and poorest means of 
sustaiance for this noble cause and Idt behind a huge (X)llection of 
this work. Now, throwing all this collection in a dust- bin and start 
making fresh inteipi^ations, throu^ the agency of "Ijtehad" 
unst^ported by the Quran and the Sunnah, it will be an act of 
shanrful self deception. It wQl mean that all the collections of the 
jurists be ignored and totally a new Fiqh of Islam should be 
prepared 

A sensible solution, however, that answeis the new problems may 
be sou^t in the light of easting rules and principles derived from 
the Qufan and traditions. This is the ri^ ^pUcation of 'Ijtehad" 
in the ri^t direction Indeed countless problems may arise in evoy 
new period that are not defined by the Quran and the Prophetic 
traditions or no answer to these problems is provided ty the 
available Fatawa(vesilicts) of the jurists. Being within these limits 
and seeking the solutions to newer problems and undes:standing the 
intentions of jurists and the intentions of the Shariah is called true 
'Ijtehad" and this is the "Ijtehad" \^^ose d(X)rs have not been 
closed to anyone so far. 

This is a dieer propaganda that the d(X)r of Ijtehad is dosed 
Nobcxly has ever closed it This d(X)r has been opened by the Holy 
Prophet and shall remain open till the Last Day, and as long as this 
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Ijtehad renaiiis in c^jahle hands nobocfy can close it This is the 
type of Ijtehad that is needed in the present tima Countless 
problems have come up before us about w^om we find no explicit 
irg unctions or thes^e are practical difficulties in their 
rnplementations. The d(X)r of Ijtehad is open for solving these 
problems. 

Hes^e I wish to point out that the topic of the committee has beoi 
phrased "How to start the process of Ijtehad in Pakistan?" The 
sentence seems to daim that the process of Ijtehad has not been 
started out so far, and now it is being started \^Mch was not in 
practice before: I wish to submit that this supposition is not correct 
The required Ijtehad \^Mch the Muslim Ummah really needs is not 
a new thing. It was in practice before If now an organized mefhcxi 
is provided to it it would be ^pedable But to think that the 
scholars of Islamic learning had not been doing this Ijtehad before 
is not correct The tnie Ijtdiad that is needed had been in process 
and should continue to be fh&B in the futura 

What we said above was about the principles in this regard. The 
recommendation of the committee that has come before us is that a 
Board of the Ulema (The Reiigious scholars) be formed to cairy 
out Ijtehad and present thetr opinions on new problons. In this 
connection, I may be allowed to point out an inportant Islamic 
practice The history of fourteen hundred years of Islam reminds us 
that Islam nevo: formed a sipeme authoritative institution or 
clergy, an institution wdiose opinion should be the last word 
depriving evoyone the right of criticism as is tiie case with 
Christianity. It is in Christianity that Pope is regarded as beyond aU 
QTors and inf attible to evesything. 

The systan in Islamic Ijtehad has been that no authoritative 
organization with absolute powes:s was ever formed The opinion 
of the Ulema carrying out Ijtehad are pubtidzed and are open to 
free criticism by other Ulema and ultimately the decision about 
their being ri^t or wrong is made only on the basis of the 
collective consensus of the Ummah to accept an Ijtehad or rgect it 
Hence, if the intention of creating a Board of Ijtehad is that its 
intesprelations are inposed on the Muslims as the last word, and 
other Ulema are not allowed to express their opinion against it 
then in my opinion this is not a ri^ obj ective 
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Anothei: thing to be noted is that establishing an institution 
e5:diisivdy for Ijtehad at this time may have some practical 
problems and may call for some financial indications as wdl. 
Hence I propose that we have already got an institution by the 
name of "Council for Islamic Ideology" and another institution by 
the name of 'Institute of Islamic Research", this responsibitity may 
be entmsted to them. As has been proposed ty the committee, a 
conp^ehensive tist of the problems \^Mch need Ijtehad be prepared 
and handed over to these institutions. However the officials of 
these institutions should not limit these consides:ations to 
themselves but they^ should invite other Ulema and scholars of the 
county to express their opinion before a decision is announced ty 
the Council for Islamic Ideology. It will reduce the finandai 
burden on the one hand, and on the other the duptication of work 
will be diminated Othes™se the new Board for Ijtehad in the 
piesaice of the Council of Islamic Ideology mey give birth to new 
problons. If a differaice arises betweai the two institutions a thiid 
committee or institution will be needed to remove it Hence it will 
be bdter if the Coundl of Islamic Ideology or Institute of Islamic 
Research are oitmsted the work of pi:^)aring a tist of such 
problons and then caU for the renowned, quatified jurists and 
devoted scholars of Islam for a joint session, and tal^ guidance 
from thon and thai airive at a unantmous condusion. 

It has been reported with authentic sources in the tradition of 
M^m'a-al-Zawaid ty Hadhiat Ati bin Abi Tatib tiiat the Prophd; 
(PBUH) was asked "We may be faced with problems, afta: you, in 
which there may be ndther a command nor prohibition from you. 
What should we do in a situation like this?" In quite a few words 
the Prophet provided us with the right way. He said, "Consult the 
jurists (Legal e5:perts) and the devotees cognizant with rdigion, 
and do not inpose individual opinion as if it was the collective 
view of the Ummah". He thus advised to call for people having two 
cpatifications that is, they^ are jurists and devoted to the cause of 
Islam, consult them and then reach a conclusion. 



If the Coundl of Islamic Ideology and Institute of Islamic Research 
keep these prindples in view and consult the Ulema \^^en needed, 
then pubtish their opinion allowing open freedom of critidsm to 
other Ulema Anyone having opposing views should be allowed to 
^press himself. In this way the process of Ijtehad can continue in 
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the same manner as it had been cxDntLnuing ovo: the last f ourteai 
years. In case we adopt self conceived means and melhods we 
cannot hope to make the desired progress. 

In the Old I wish to submit that any^ such institution if formed under 
the supeiAdsion of the State it is essential to take into consides:ation 
the fact that governments keep changing and ruleis are replaced 
Hence it should be formed on the principles wMch keep them 
practicable undo: all circumstances. Thus the selection of the 
workes:s should be made on the basis of kno\^dedge and dev^otion 
rather than on poUtical grounds. If this factor is dfectively 
incorporated in the basic tenns of ref ei:ence of such institutions, the 
process of Ijtehad will, by the Grace of AUah, be a source of 
blessing to us, and we shall be able to guard against the dangess 
\^Mch could be created by the wrong use of Ijtehad in our scxiety. 

With these resavations I endorse the recommoidations of the 
comnittea 
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CHAPTER U 

AGGRESSIVE AND DEFENSIVE J EHAD 

An Answer To A L etter: 

Question: Respected Moulana Muhammad Tacji Usmani Sahib, 

Assalam-o-Alaikum wa Ralmiatullah-wa Barakatuhu. 

My hmnble self had recently had a chance to read some older 
editions of your esteemed journal "Al-Balagh". In the issue of 
March 1971, 1 found the following suggestions under clauses 17, 
18 on page 10. 

(17) Compromising relations and amicable treatment could be 
established with such non-Muslim states as may not be hostile to 
Islam and Mushms. 

(18) Agreements made with other countries shall be honored if 
they are permissible under Islamic Law, otherwise such agreements 
will be declared dissolved. 

From these clauses it is apparent that non-Muslim states can retain 
their non-Muslim status in the presence of an Islamic state if they 
are non-hostile or hold a treaty or agreement. 

In other words, the Islamic State will not wage Jihad for 
propagation of Islam against them, even though, 1 think, peaceful 
preaching of Islam would continue in them also, and any 
interference therein by a non-Muslim state shall be an open proof 
of hostility. Anyway, my humble self is in full agreement with both 
these clauses, because my view is that the real job of Muslims is 
preaching of Islam throughout the world rather than attaining a 
power for total elimination of unbelievers from the earth and 
establishing an Islamic State everywhere (which is the view of 
Moududi sahab). 

However attempts (through Aggressive Jihad) must be made 
against hostile and non- compromising non- Muslim states to 
subdue them in order to be safe from their mischief. 
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But in the issue of June 1981 in the oiticpe of the book 
'TVIulditasar Seei:at-e-Nabawiyah" by Moulana AbcM Shakoor 
Lakhnavi, after cjuoting the following ecceipt from the b(X)k: 

"The rdigious obligation of Jihad is only for the oppressed and for 
es:adicating cnidties ... .in other words Jihad is the name of 
protection of self detemination.., hence considedng the battles of 
the Prophetic ea:a as devoid of ddensive and protective measures is 
not only irrehgious but is illogical also." 

Y ou have commoited, 

"From these sentences it ^peais that only Defensive Jihad is 
pomissible \^Me the real purpose of Jihad is propagation of 
Islam" \^Mch means 'To estabhsh the stpianacy of Islam and 
damage the authority of the infidels". 

" For this purpose taking initiative for Jihad is not only pamissible 
but at times obhgatory and a means for reward from AUah. Apart 
from the Qur* an and traditions, the entire history of Islam is f uU of 
such Jihads. We need not make es:cuses and adopt ^x)Iogetic 
attitude sirrply for the objections (X)ming from non-Muslims. No 
single pason has ever beoi forced to accept Islam nor is it 
permitted; otheiAvise the Islamic institution of 'Jizyah' would have 
been meanrn^ess. Muslims' sword has, however, been raised to 
establish the grandeir of Islam If anybocfy wants to stay in the 
darkness of disbelief; he may do so, but the rule of AUah must 
prevail in the worid created by Him Muslims wage Jihad to raise 
the name of AUah and to subdue His rebels. Why should we feel 
shy in e5:pressing this fact before people \^^ose entire history is fuU 
of bl(xxi-shed for colonialism, and \^to have massacred milUons of 
people sinply to satisfy their lust and greed" 

I wish to make two submissions to you about this criticjua 

Firstly in my opinion it is wrong to deduce from the extracted 
sentences of Moulana Abdul Shakoor that in his opinion only 
defensive Jihad is pecnissible, \^Me he has also written that 'Jihad 
is the name of protection of self determination" \^luch can include 
evesy offensive Jihad. 
Moulana Thanavi has stated: 
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'Jihad is meant to defemd Islam and protect self detemiLnation 

with this it should not be thou^t that initiative for Jihad should not 
be taken- The purpose of an initiative itself is this defense and 
protection because thesB is great chance of resistanca It is for 
checking this resistance that Jihad is obligated In short the defense 
that provides a motive for Jihad is geneml against defense for 
es:isting situation and defense for anticipated resistance in futura" 
(Al-Afadat-alYoumiya, Letter No: 497 voL 6). 

Moulana Abdul Shakoor must have beai aware of mar^ 
Aggressive Jihads of the Holy Prophet (PBUH), and hence he 
cannot call such Jihads as unlawful. He, however, considess aU the 
Jihads of the Prophet as Defensive and Protective because the 
purpose of aU of them had been to break the force of Pagans of 
Arabia for the defense and protection of the integrity of Islam and 
Muslims so that the Religion of Truth may gain powo: in the 
regiorL Whei this purpose was achieved AUah revealed vase 3 of 
Surah Ma' idah on the occasion of the Last H^ : 

'This dcy have those who disbelieve despaired of your religion, so 
fear thon not, but fear you Me. This dsy have 1 pof ected your 
religion for you and con^eted My blessing on you, and have 
^proved Al-lslam as Din (Code of life) for you". 

Obviously the Moulana has meant to include both Aggressive and 
Defoisive Jihads under 'Protection of integrity of Mam" 
However, it would have been b^ter if he had further classified it to 
avoid misunderstanding by the reader. 

The second thing, \^Mch had spedaUy been the prime cause of 
writing this letter, is to express niy^ views about your criticiue so 
that you may either endorse or contradict it (In case of 
contradiction, arguments of the Qur'an and Surmah will be 
needed) . My views will become clear to you from the following: 
You have given the real purpose of Aggressive Jihad as 
Propagation of Message of Allah \^Mch, according to you, is to be 
manifested with stpremacy of Islam and establish its grandeur and 
breaking that of disbelief and Paganism so that the rule of AUah 
may prevail in a world created by Him For this to undesstand we 
must first detennine the meaning of the KaUmah of AUah 
(Message of AUah). In view of rr^ humble self evesy reasonable. 
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true, correct and just word is the Kaliniali of Allah or the Kaliniah 
of the Truflx To make it dominatLng over ev^eiy unreasonable, false, 
incorrect and uigust thing or to make people bdieve the meanness 
and evils of the latter and elegance and grace of the former is the 
Kalimah of the Truth or the Kalimah of Allah. Sip:emacy of a 
thing signifies that it easts in a dominant trait For e5:anple, 
domination of ignorance means the illitei:acy of minority of people, 
dominance of 'worid' means that rrx)st of the people are involved 
in woridly pursuits and do not (discriminate between the lawful and 
forbidden things. The domination of the West means that minority 
of people have adopted Westan civilization and style of life, 
domination of Hanafiyat means m^ority of people belonging to 
Hanafi sch(X)l of thou^t, etc. etc. Tlius, stpremacy or domination 
of Islam would mean that most people are its true followers, and 
this (religious) domination of Islam is that is rec^uired If 'KaUmah 
of Allah' is takoi to mean Mam, then the propagation of Allah's 
KaUmah would mean similar type of domination of it The method 
of accjuiring such domination cannot be anything but convincingly 
preaching and producing ecorqiary character of the preachers and 
their people This is wM can cause a revolution in the hearts and 
minds of non-Muslims. This cannot be achieved by making than 
the subjects of an Islamic State, because in a situation like tins the 
infoiority corrples and the subjective feelings would to some 
es:tait prohibit thon to listen to the KaUmah. Hence, Aggressive 
Jihad does not result in domination of the religion of Islam but in 
that of a political domination of Muslims, and it is thdr own 
domination that is established and not that of Islam. The grandeir 
of Islam means that Muslims practice the teachings of the Qur'an 
and Prophdic Traditions in Toto. For a political domination and 
grandeur their being even gocxi MusUms is not essential, and it 
does not even result in the establishment of Rule of Allah on the 
world created by Him As the non-MusLLms would continue to 
abide by their entire tife style after paying 'Jizyah". Intoxicants 
and poric would not be prohibited for them nor would they^ be 
stoned to death for rape. Their family laws would remain in place 
and adultesy would remain unrestricted If for some reasons the 
m^ority of non- Muslim citizens did not embrace Islam this 
poUtical domination wQl continue only as long as the Islamic state 
is powerful. In case it gets weakened the non- Muslim citizens wiQ 
rebd against the state and take even undue revenge of their 
previous subjugation as h^)pened in Spain or is h^pening in India 
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\^Mdl has been more inteosified afta: the division of the sub- 
continent 

I certHinly do not mean that Aggressive Jihad should never be 
done Ratiies; I bdieve that Jihad is obhgatory against hostile, non- 
conpDmising, non-Muslim states if Muslims have enough power 
to cany it out so that their force is broken and they^ do not obstruct 
the preaching of Mam. Aggressive Jihad is not acMsable against 
those non- hostQe and conp^mising non-Mustim states \^to allow 
preaching of Islam in their territories particulady these days \^^en 
temtorial subjugation is genesally condonned in the woricl 
contrary to the times \^^en c^)ture of land was common, it was a 
credit to the attribute of the kings and ruless. The Aggressive 
Jihads of the ide^ot part of Islamic history all belong to the same 
pericxi However, Muslims must attain their martial siperiority and 
ke^ es:panding it so that non-Mustim states renain subdued "for 
fear of Jihad", to say nothing of actual Jihad The Qur'an also 
conimaricls to accjuire and maintain the mdtitary strength. In the past 
despite the common practice of fighting for victory, eartio: 
victories of Mustims wbb distinguished from those of otho: 
nations. Victories of other nations we^e meant only to show thdr 
strength and grandeir, ancl in your tenrinology, to fulfill their lust 
and greed But Muslims did not have colonialist intentions (es:c^ 
for Arabia, Iran and Rome \^ileiB expansionism was somev\tot 
recjuired). But their main intention was Propagation of the Message 
of AUah throu^ preaching and inviting to this message The safest 
way of doing it, at that time, was expansion of state 

Heice Qari Tayyab has said, 'The (X)npanions (of the Prophd;) 
^parentiy waged wars but their aim used to be propagation of the 
Message of AUah. If their aim had been temtorial expansion they^ 
would not have made treaties allowing the opponents to continue 
their rule and only pemit the Mustims to preach Islam 
unobstructed They^ weiB assured that no one wiU be forced to 
accept Islam. People will be free to accept or reject it Those \^to 
accepted such a treaty no concesn was shown to them. If temtorial 
expansion was aimed at such a treaty would not have been needed 
and their country would have been c^)tured... Any way \^^en non- 
Muslims became bound by a treaty or agreement or became 
subjects they^ wei^e let free because the real purpose was 
propagation of the Kalimah of AUah to the extent of preaching" 
(Qari Tayyab and his lectures. Part 1, pp 237, 238.) 
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I have underiined m^ thou^ts and those that wesB in agreement 
with mine to make it easy for you to reply. '1 hope you are feeling 
weQ". 

Yours humbly, 

Syed Badr us Salam, JecMali 



Answer from Moulana Muhammad Taqi Usmani: 

Respected Sir, 

Asslam-o-Alaikmn wa Rahmatullah-wa- Barakatuhu. 

1 am in receipt of yom: esteemed letter. Whatever you have written 
about Jihad can be summarized as this "If a non-Muslim state 
allows for preaching Islam in its country, Jihad against it does not 
remain lawful." If this is what you mean, my humble self does not 
agree with it. Obstruction in the way of preaching Islam does not 
mean only a legal obstacle, but greater power or domination of a 
non-Muslim state against Muslims is by itself a great obstacle in 
the propagation of Islam. There are no legal restrictions in most of 
the countries today on preaching Islam, but since their grandeur 
and authority is established in the world, it has led to developing a 
universal feeling which forms a greater obstacle than the greatest 
legal binding in the way of free propagation of Islam. 

For this reason the most important purpose of Jihad is to break this 
grandeur so that the resulting psychological subordination should 
come to an end and the way of accepting the Truth becomes 
smooth. As long as this grandeur and domination persists, the 
hearts of people will remain subdued and will not be fully inclined 
to accept the religion of Truth. Hence Jihad will continue. The 
Qur'an said: 

Here, killing is to continue until the unbelievers pay Jizyah after 
they are humbled or overpowered. If the purpose of killing was 

Page 86 of 92 



www.practiseislam.orcT 

www.fahmedeen.orcT 

only to acxjuiie pomission and freedom of preaching Islam, it 
would have been said "untQ they^ allow for preaching Islam" But 

the obligation of Jizyah and along with it the moition of their 

subordination is a dear proof that the purpose is to smash thdr 
grandeur, so that the veils of their domination should be raised and 

people get a free chance to think over the blessings of Islam 

Imam Razi has written the following commentary on this vease: 

"The purpose of 'Jizyah" is not to M the unbehevos stc^ in thdr 
contumacy against Islam but sparing their lives to give them a 
chance for a time during wMdi they^ may hopduUy get convinced 
of the truth of Islam aid embrace it So \^^en an unbdiever is 
given time \^^eran he would be obsemng the respect and honor of 
Islam, and hearing the arguments of its validity, and also obsemng 
the basdessness of disbdid, these thrngs would convince htm to 
turn towards Islam This, in fact, is the real purpose of legatizrng 
Jizyah. 

The other cpestion worthy of notice is: Do we find an esan^ie that 
the Prophet (PBUH) and his conpanions ever sent any missionary 
groi^B in other countries bdore Jihad and waited for thdr reaction 
to allow or disallow the missionary work? Did they^ go for Jihad 
only \^ilen the^ were rdused to carry out the missionary worit for 
Islam? Was any mission sent to Rome bdore attacking then? Was 
any attempt made to avoid Jihad against Iran and did the^ contmd 
on seeking a pomission for preaching Islam for that purpose? 
Obviously it was not so. Thus liieiB can be no other condusion that 
only a pennit for missionary activities was not the aim If that 
would have been the only aim many of the bl(X)(fy combats could 
be stopped only on one condition that no obstade would be placed 
in the wsy of the mission of Mam. But at least in my humble 
kno\^iedge thes^e has not been a sin^e inddent in the entire history 
of Islam \^^esB Muslims had shown their wQUngness to stop Jihad 
just for one condition that they^ will be allowed to preach Islam 
fredy. On the (X)ntrary the arm of MusUms as dedared by them in 
the battle of Qadsia was, 'To take out people from the rule of 
people and put them under the rule of Allah". Similariy, the Quf an 
said: 

Page 87 of 92 



www.practiseislam.orcT 

www.fahmedeen.orcT 

"And (you O Bdievess) fight than untQ pasecution is no more and 
the Din is aU forAUah" (8:39) 

In the exegesis of this vose my levQimd father Mufti Muhammad 
Shafi has written: 

"The meaning of rdigion is "Authority and domination". Thus the 
meaning of this ves:se would be that Muslims should continue untQ 
the Muslims are safeguarded against their contumacy, and the 
religion of Islam becomes a dominating power so that it offess 
protection to Muslims from the atrocities and mischiefs of othess. " 
He further said: 

'The nutshell of this explanation is that Jihad against the enemies 
of Islam is obligatory on Muslims untQ the danger of their mischirf 
or evil- doings is ovo; and the domination of Islam is established 
ovq: aU other religions. Since this wiQ occur only near the end of 
the worid, the cx)mmand of jihad remains till the last dey." (Ma'arif 
ulQur'anVol4,Pg33) 

In short iW humble self is of the view that the purpose of Jihad is 
not just to get the ri^t of missionary activities in any country, but 
it aims at breaking the grandeur of unbelievas and to establish that 
of Muslims. As a result no one wiQ dare to show any evil designs- 
against Muslims on one side and on the other side, people subdued 
from the grandeur of Islam wiQ have an open mind to think ovo: 
the blessings of Islam. Factually, this aims at safeguarding Islam. It 
is for this reason that the scholars wdio have called Jihad "A 
Protection" must be looked in the above context But the basic 
demmt of this "protection" is to break the grandeur of unbelievess 
and establish the authority of Islam. Hence this basic element 
cannot be excluded from it 1 think that aQ Ulema (ReQgious 
scholars) have estabQshed the same concept about the purpose of 
Jihad. 

Moulana Idrees Kandhalvi stated: 

"By commanding Jihad Allah does not mean that all the 
unbelievess be IdUed outri^t, but the aim is that the religion of 
Allah should dominate the worid, and Muslims Uve with honor and 
dignity, and obey^ and worship AUah in peace and tranc^uiUty and 
theB be no danger from unbeQevers to interf esB in the religion of 

Page 88 of 92 



www.practiseislam.orcT 

www.fahmedeen.orcT 

Islam Mam is not in oiraity with the petsonal edstence of its 
enemies. It resists such a grandeur and power that ms^ become a 
threat for Mam and Muslims." (Sees:at-uI-MustafavoI: % p. 388) 

At anotho: place he writes: 

"The inpUcation of this veise is an obUgation inposed on Muslims 
to fi^t against the unbelievers till the disorder and mischief cease 
to exist and the rehgion of Allah becomes suprena By 'mischief, 
in this verse, is meant the mischief anticipated from the grandeur 
and power of disbehef. And "The rehgion is aU for AUah" means 
the exhibition and domination of religion, wMe in another verse it 
is stated, 

that is, the religion of Mam should gain so much domination and 

power that it may not be subdued by the power of infidelity and the 

religion of Mam becomes fuUy secure from the mischief and 

danger of disbelief' (Ibid voL 2, p.386) 

If the need for Jihad was abandoned just on gating the pomission 
of Tablee^ (Missionary activities), then we see that Muslims 
aheatfy have this pemission in most of the non -Muslim countries 
of the worid (It is a pity that this permission is not given in some 
Muslim countries) \^Mch inplies that Muslims should never have 
to lift the sword As a result disbelievess may establish and hoist 
flags of grandeur aU over the worid and their awfulness and 
stpremacy on the people would stay dominating. The policies will 
be theirs, the commandments will be theirs, ideologies will be 
theirs, views will be theirs and the strategies will be theirs, yet the 
Muslims would have to be contended witii the pennission for their 
missionaries to enter those countries. The question arises how 
mar^ people would be prepared to Usten to the MusUms or give a 
saious thou^t to their speeches and writings in an atmosphesB 
\^ilae disbelief had established its grandeur and awe throughout 
How can the efforts of MusLim missionaries be dfective in an 
atmospheiB w^ae anti-Mamie doctrines are being spread on the 
strength of poUtical powo: with fuU vigor, and thdr propagation 
carried out with means not possessed ty Muslims? 
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If howevo:, Islam and Muslinis attain such a power and grandeur 
against \^Mdl the power and grandeur of disbelievei:s be subdued 
or at least it ms^ be unable to create sedition and mischi^ 
mentioned above, then, of course, mutual conpromise throu^ 
peace treaties with non- Muslim countries is not against iigunctions 
of Jihad Like wise as long as the recjurred c^)abQities for breaking 
the grandeur of disbelief are not possessed by Muslims, peace 
agreements with other countries, along with aU efforts to 
accumulate the sources of power, are indeed lawful. In other 
words, there can be two types of agreement with non- Muslims. 

1) Mutual compromise and peace agreements can be made with 
countries that have no power which could threaten the 
grandeur and domination of Muslims. This will be enforced 
as long as they do not become a threat to the Muslims again. 

2) If Muslims do not possess the capability of "Jihad with 
power" agreement may be made till the power is attained. 
My article published in March, 1971 as referred to by you, 
pertains to tiiese particular types of agreements. The excerpts 
of the article published in June, 1981 pertain to the state 
where the grandeur of unbelievers dominates over the 
Muslims. Hence your expression that, "Aggressive Jihad is 
obligatory against hostile, and non- compromising non- 
Muslim states subject to capability, so that their power 
breaks and they do not form obstacles in the way of Muslim 
Missionary works. Jihad is not advisable against non-hostile 
and compromising non-Muslim states who allow freedom of 
missionary activities" It is correct if it means what I 
explained above. But if it means that just by permitting 
missionary activities a non-Muslim state becomes 'non- 
hostile and compromising' and Jihad against them does not 
remain lawful or desirable, then in my view this is not 
correct. Arguments in favour of my view have already been 
advanced. 

As for your deliberation that "... Particularly these days 1 when 
territorial expansion is generally condemned, contrary to the times 
when conquering the land was common, which was regarded as a 
credit to the attribute of the kings and rulers. The Aggressive 
Jihads forming the major parts of Islamic history all belong to the 
same era." With all the respects for you 1 strongly condemn it, 
because, if this is taken to be correct it would mean that Islam does 
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not have a measuie to deteniiiie a thing as good or bad If a bad 
thing is counted as an "essential attribute" at the particular time 
Islam would begin to march on the f(X)tsteps of this practice and 
\^^en people begin to condemn it at another time Islam would also 
follow the suit The question is \^^ether Aggressive battle is by 
itsdf is commendable or not? If it is, \^^y the Muslims should stop 
sin^y because temtorial expansion in these days is regarded as 
bad? And if it is not commendable, but deplorable, w^y Islam did 
not stop it in the past? Did it continue to practice because this was 
regarded as a creditable attribute of the kings"? 

In n^ humble opinion this intapr^ation of the Aggressive Jihad of 
Islamic history is extremely incorrect and far away from the facts. 
EvQi in those days \^ten this thing was consides]ed to be a 
creditable "Attribute of the kings" aggressive Jihads wei^e waged 
not because it was customary for that period of time but because it 
was truly commendable for establishing the grandeir of religion of 
Allah. TheiB weiB other "Attributes of the kings" that in the 
es:citement of victory they never made any distinction betweoi 
womsi, children and old people wdien peisecxrting thou But Islam 
did not Qicourage it just because it was caistomary. On the contrary 
Islam not only framed such military rules and regulations but also 
practically enforced them as (X)uld not even be imagined by the 
"kings". These we^e a matter of great surprise and rafho: 
unbelievable for the people wdio had not only become used to the 
barbarisni of those Idngs but also became thdr aclniireas. 

Aggressive Jihad is lawful even todsy for the purpose it was lawful 
in tiiose days. Its justification cannot be vdled only because the 
peace-loving inventors of Atom Bombs and Hydrogen Bombs labd 
it as "Expansionism" and resent those \^^o have put the chains of 
slavesy around the necks of the people of Asia and Africa They are 
stiU bleeding under these heavy chains. 

With due ^x)logies, I may point out that it seans to me the result 
of the grandeur of the paganism that people have fixed their 
standard of gocxi and bad on the basis of the propaganda \^Mch 
produces a lie as truth and truth as lie and then causes it to work 
into the minds of people to the extent that, to say nothing of non- 
Muslims, the Muslims themselves are ovemwed and inclined to 
adopt an ^x)logetic attitude If breaking such grandeur of 
falseh(X)d and evil comes under the definition of "Expansionisni" 
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we should voiaate the blame of this espansiomstn with conplde 
sdf-(X)nfidence, rather than stand humble before them as thou^ 
sa^ng, "\^^en you thou^ that Aggressive Jihad was gocxi we 
practiced it but since you have started condemning it in your 
books and only in b(X)ks... ..We have also forbidden it on 
ourselves." 

My humble self can never agree with this way of thinking. 

Humbly yours, 

Muhammad Tac^ Usmani. 
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